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UPCOMING EVENTS
- Dry Creek, White Sulphur Springs, Aug. 15-17
http://www.battleofdrycreek.org
- Fort Mulligan Days, Aug. 16 – contact Mark
Tennant (304-363-0935)
- Jackson's Mill - August 29-31. Jason
Studenwalt is organizing (CONACT him if you
are interested at 304-884-7710). It sounds like
they are re-starting this event. See July meeting
minutes.
- Carnifex Ferry, Sept. 12-14
- Bulltown and Civil War Ball October 10-12. See
the July meeting minute for details.
- 150th Anniversary of Cedar Creek, October 1719. 1st W. Va. plans to attend. Here is the site I
found where I found the registration:
http://ccbf.us/?page_id=32

Monocacy

The Monocacy 150th Reenactment was a
nice, small, intimate affair that took place in
the beautiful, rural countryside surrounding
Woodsboro, Maryland. I would say about
300-400 total reenactors participated
including several of my "Pards" from the
25th Virginia, and many others I have come
to know in my travels as a 'Living
Historian/Reenactor'. The Confederates
outnumbered the Federals 3:1 and the day's
battles were 'managed well' by the
command's staff. The logistics and execution
of the event were done well and 'all-in-all'
everyone seemed to enjoy the event. The
local NAACP was a little 'ruffled' and tried to
make a statement, but managed a very weak
performance. Friday night saw the CSA
camp 'attacked' by some local "Yahoos" with
full soda can missiles "fired in anger" !
Fortunately no one was hurt, just soda spray
and aluminum cans around the tents, and
the resilient rebels resolved to carry on.
"The Despot's heel is on thy shore...
Maryland, My Maryland... His clutch is at
thy temple door... Maryland, My Maryland!...

Avenge the patriotic gore... that flecked the
streets of Woodsboro!... I think 'those
people' are bitter still.... Maryland, My
Maryland!" - Pvt. Chris Johnson, 25th
Virginia "Sic Semper Tyrannis"

Minutes from the July Meeting
July 19, 2014, at 4:05 pm on the porch of the
old jail at Beverly, West Virginia. Eight people
present. Mark Tennant (MT) called the meeting to
order.
Reading of the minutes - hearing no corrections,
deletions or additions, the minutes were
accepted as published in the June edition of the
Dispatch, as moved by Phyllis Baxter (PB) and
seconded by Diane Tennant (DT).
Treasurer's report - Tim Glaser (TG) reported
that he is now Treasurer. Details can be found
in the minutes of the June Dispatch. TG
reported $4,364.34, some of which is committed
to previously approved accounts. The question
was asked about the t-shirts. Former Treasurer
Chuck Critchfield (CC) reported that he had not
received an invoice from Porter Stiles. An
estimate of those costs could not be made, so all
t-shirt money received to date remains
committed to paying that invoice until such time
as that is resolved.
Brief unit meetings were held. The 25th Virginia
was the only unit reporting, introducing a
prospective member Guy Covey.
Old Business - Bulltown - Jim Allman and Bill
Brisendine (BB) made a report on what they
knew about Bulltown. Bulltown WILL BE HELD
on the weekend traditionally used for the event.
October 10 through 12. Sam Kraft and Bill
McVey will be running the event. Few details
were available. It was generally accepted that
there may be changes from past events. The
WVRA has decided to proceed with holding the
dance at the pavilion at Bulltown. MT agreed to
reach out to Dave Eubank (DE) as DE had been
appointed to be the liaison to the Bulltown event
and given authority to spend WVRA funds if
needed. (I responded {7/20} to Bill McVey that
we had decided to participate by Facebook
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message since he had contacted me earlier this
month).
Powder - About 5 pounds of black powder
remain form Droop Mountain. The WVRA is
selling it at $12 per pound.
T-Shirts - Plenty of t-shirts remain for sale.
Contact Mark Tennant if you are interested.
Battle Streamers - The organization that ran
New Market has sent us battle streamers say
New Market 1864. The blue is mistakenly on
top of the gray.

battle on Sunday would be open to all
reenactment groups. The same weekend at Field
of Fire, on Saturday, we would reenact Rich
Mountain and then pick and move on Sunday to
Parsons for Corricks Ford. Anyway, RMBF
would only confirm that SOMETHING will be
held in 2015.
Droop Mountain - TG moved and DT seconded a
motion to sponsor Droop Mountain in 2015.
The discussion centered around sponsoring a
2nd event in the same year. There was some
feeling that because RMBF does much of the
work around Rich, that a 2nd event would be
OK. The motion carried on a voice vote and CC
was instructed to place it in the news letter for
vote.

Newsletter - Chuck Critchfield is now the
newsletter editor. For details see June minutes
in June newsletter. A large number of members
have submitted no email address and did not get
the last newsletter. It is posted on the WVRA
Next Meeting - Saturday at Bulltown. Time
website thanks to Peter Baxter. Members invited and location to be announced.
to submit articles and pictures to the Dispatch.
Please nothing political.
Executive Meeting - November. Date and
location to be determined.
New Business - Jackson's Mill - Jason
Studenwalt is organizing a reenactment for the
Meeting was adjourned.
Stonewall Jackson Jubilee (not sure that is
correct name of the event) over Labor Day
Submitted by Chuck Critchfield. Additions,
weekend, the date of the former reenactment.
corrections or revisions to THESE minutes
However, it sounds like the new event will not be should be submitted to the newsletter editor.
exactly like the old event. You have to have a
pass (no cost)to enter the Jubilee free of charge.
Thank You Note To WVRA
Contact Jason at j_rstudenwalt@yahoo.com or
Thank you for your generous donation of
304-884-7710. Do not show without talking
$100 to support the activities of the Corricks
with Jason.
Weston Asylum event - this appears to be an
invitation only event.
Rich Mountain July 2015 - After some
discussion Phyllis Baxter moved and TG second
a motion to sponsor Rich Mountain (RMBF) in
2015. The motion carried on a voice vote. CC
was instructed to place it in the August
newsletter. Here is a summary of the discussion,
but keep in mind that NOTHING has been
decided by RMBF on the final nature of the 2015
event. The "authentics/hard core" group that
held an event at RM in an off year, has made
some overtures about doing an event at Corrick's
Ford and RMBF has entertained the possibility of
embracing that as the 2015 event. The "public"

Ford Battlefield Association. The success of
our organization depends on the support and
dedication of those like you who care about
our mission to preserve local history. We
appreciate your interest and support. From
Kathleen Moore, the Treasurer of the
Corricks Ford Battlefield Association

The First West Virginia in 1864
According to "History of the First Regiment West Virginia
Infantry" by C. J. Rawlings and other sources.

Hunter's Raid having being stopped and
Black Dave's having abandoned his advance
at Lynchburg, the First was involved in the
inglorious retreat of the Federals. Fearful of
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being cutoff if he retreated through the
Shenandoah, Hunter took his command over
the mountains into the Kanawha Valley - out
of the war. In doing so he left the door open
for Jubal Early's Corps to move northward.

cleared once again, Early sent his cavalry
north to do mischief at Martinsburg's rail
yards and then on to visit the good citizens
of Chambersburg, Pa. Rawlings writes
Colonel Thoburn was missing from the
command." He further states that the "First
"The First, by reason of former experiences of lost a number killed and wounded." The 1st
this kind, were as well prepared for this
W. Va. fell back across the Potomac into
march as any regiment or battalion of the
Western Maryland and by the end of the
division, and much better than the majority, month, was resting near Harpers Ferry.
hence passed through this rough ordeal with
probably a less percentage of loss than any
Although only a Colonel, Thoburn had
other body of men of the command, losing
command of a division at 2nd Kernstown
very few from exhaustion, almost the entire
and after a day of stern fighting was leading
loss sustained being on account of wounds." his men north towards Martinsburg. It had
been a hard day for the First's former
Around the first of July, the First rested in
commander having his favorite horse
Charleston with "plenty to eat and rather
"Charlie" "struck by a cannon ball on the
light duty to perform." The First soon moved rump passing through under the saddle and
down the Kanawha to the Ohio River, but the coming out the side of his neck. The back of
Ohio "being very low, much difficulty was
my coat and hat were splattered with his
experienced on the trip by steamboat to
blood and flesh. I have always avoided
Parkersburg, where the regiment arrived
taking him under fire. I was much attached
after very hard rubbing over the shoal
to him." Thoburn's men march along a
places." The regiment jumped onto railroad quarter of a mile off the valley pike until
transportation and headed to the
"after dark when under the direction of a
Shenandoah arriving at Purcellville on the
citizen guide that I had pressed into service
17th. The next day the regiment as part of
we were marching through a wood to get on
Crook's command, Thoburn's Division
the pike near Bunker Hill (present day W.
crossed the Shenandoah River and ran into
Va.). On emerging from wood I discovered
parts of Jubal Early's men. At the battle of
not more than 150 of the command following
Snicker's Ford or Cool Spring, the Federals
me. The remainder…had become in some
were repulsed and trapped with their backs manner separated from us. Supposing it to
to the River. However, the men managed to be but a few hundred yards back in the
make their way back to the east side.
woods, I started the advance on the pike and
went back with Col. Curtis of the 12th W.
The boys crossed the river again on the 20th Va. to bring forward the command. But on
and reached Winchester on the 22nd.
entering the wood I could hear or see nothing
Horatio Wright thinking that Early was
of it. I rode back and forward in the
leaving the valley, sent the VI and and XIX
darkness and finding it hopelessly lost from
Corps back to Grant, leaving Crook's 3 small me or myself unable to find it I started back
divisions in the Valley. Early's 14,000 men
to the join the advance, but had gone had
turned and attacked Crook on the 24th at
gone but a few yard rods when I ran into
Kernstown. The Confederates whipped the some rebel cavalry and had to dismount and
Northern army pushing them out of the
jump into a corn filed in order to escape." So
Valley to Harpers Ferry. With the Valley
started Thoburn's long a circuitous route
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back to his command, finally reaching them
5 days later on the 28th.

Beverly Heritage Days
A handful of members journeyed to Beverly
on July 19 for Beverly Heritage days where
we saw many old friends. The museum at
Beverly is top quality and rivals anything
that the National Park Service has put
together. We did not break any windows this
year..

Jim Allman and Bill Brisendine guard the
door to the Randolph County Jail (19th
Century actual jail facility).

Dianne Tennant and Ed Chapdelaine

Odd and Obscure Facts about
West Virginia Civil War Medals
(Editor's note the following was published in West
Virginia Archives and History NEWS, a publication
of the West Virginia Division of Culture and History
in Vol. XV, No. 5,July 2014. It was sent to the editor
by Mark Tennant.)

Mark and Dianne Tennant and Tim Glaser.
That's Ed Chapdelaine behind the post.

In this issue Terry Lowry has an article entitled “Odd
and Obscure Facts about West Virginia Civil War
Medals” that is complementary to the general article
about the Civil War medals that appeared in our May
2014
issue(http://www.wvculture.org/history/ahnews/0514n
ews.pdf). Both as an Archives historian and as a Civil
War researcher and author in his own right, he has
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gathered some interesting information about the
medals and their history that we think you will enjoy.
(A possibly obscure but definitely not odd fact: Lowry
is a recovering Union Civil War soldier re-enactor,
and appeared as an extra wearing his uniform in two
Civil War films Glory and Gettysburg.
BY TERRY LOWRY

Three types of Civil War service medals, totaling
26,099 in all, were minted by authority of the
state for Union veterans of West Virginia
military units. Authorized by the West Virginia
legislature by Joint Resolution No. 11 in 1866,
many of the medals minted for West Virginia
troops failed to be issued or claimed because of
the state’s inability to establish contact with the
veterans, many of whom originated from
adjacent states or left the region following the
war.
The West Virginia Civil War medals have been
discussed extensively in the past, and a history
of the medals and procedures to claim a medal
can be found at
http://www.wvculture.org/history/medals.
html. For a brief description and photographs of
medals, see the article “West Virginia Civil War
Medals” in the May 2014 issue of this
newsletter,
http://www.wvculture.org/history/ahnews/051
4news.pdf. Beyond the better known aspects of
the medals there are some interesting oddities
and obscure facts regarding them. For instance,
the original plan called for four types of medals,
instead of three. The “died of disease” and “died
of wounds” categories were originally to have
separate medals, but it was eventually decided
to combine the two into one “For liberty”
category for those who died as a result of
disease, wounds or other causes during their
service, but were not killed in action. No medals
were issued for Confederate veterans by the
state of West Virginia. some Confederate
“veterans received the Southern Cross of Honor
medal during the postwar years, which were
issued by their individual former Confederate
states, such as Virginia.
Soldiers who deserted or were dishonorably
discharged from West Virginia regiments were
not eligible for medals. Members of the 16th

West Virginia Infantry were not issued medals.
The reason for this was that Gov. Francis H.
Pierpont of the Loyal (or Reorganized or
Restored) Government of Virginia [West Virginia]
refused to accept them as a [West] Virginia
regiment and said the organization
wascomprised entirely of “riff-raff from the Army
of the Potomac, deserters, and army followers,
and were disbanded before taking the
field.” This was not entirely true as documents
in the West Virginia State Archives Adjutant
Generals’
Papers clearly illustrate that at least some
members manned the outer defenses of
Washington, D.C. for a
brief period. Although many members of the
West Virginia Union Militia saw service, they
were not issued medals as this was considered
“state” or “local” service, called out only in
emergency situations or for special detailed
service, and were not part of the National
service, as were the regular regiments. In
addition, in April of 1861 Capt. Robert E.
Johnston raised a company of loyal Virginians
in Pennsylvania and they were mustered in as
Co. B, 8th Pennsylvania Reserves. The ladies “of
Pittsburgh made them a 35-star flag in
anticipation of the new state of West Virginia.
There were no medals issued for these men.
The least claimed medal category has been for
soldiers of the 45th United States Colored
Troops. This was an African American regiment,
with white officers, and is generally credited to
the state of West Virginia. But in reality, only
two companies of the regiment were officially
credited to West Virginia, making it even more
difficult to issue the medals. Only a handful of
these have been issued by the state since the
inception of the medals or claimed in later years
by descendants.
There are two unissued medals remaining for
Wesley Pullins, Co. H, 10th West Virginia
Infantry. One is an “Honorably Discharged”
medal and the other is a “Killed in Action”
medal. His service record shows he was killed in
action at the battle of Droop Mountain,
November 6, 1863. It is unknown why a soldier
killed in action would also be issued an
“Honorably Discharged” medal. There are also
two identical medals remaining to be claimed for
James Walford, Co. A, 6th West Virginia
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Infantry. Another soldier with two medals stored
in the State Archives is William W. Scritchfield,
with one for service in Co. N, 6th West Virginia
Infantry, and another for service in Co. C, 4th
West Virginia Cavalry. There should be only one
medal per soldier, even if the soldier served in
more than one regiment. Around 1894 M. F.
Sellers found the medal of Joseph Morris, Co. F,
12th West Virginia Infantry, near a path which
crossed the fields near Margery Run in Tyler
County. He turned the medal over to J. H.
Marshall of Middlebourne to help locate the
owner. A newspaper article claimed the medal
was “made from a cannon that Lee surrendered
to Grant,” but there is apparently no truth to
that claim.
A number of West Virginia Civil War medals
have been found that bear no inscription of a
soldier’s name and regiment on the edge. It is
assumed, although not a certainty, that these
were “salesmen samples” used to promote the
medals. These “samples” are mentioned in
correspondence between the engraver and the
Adjutant General of West Virginia. Quite a few of
these blank-edged medals have been shown to
Archives staff members over the years, but
neither the Archives nor the West Virginia State
Museum have an example in their collections. In
1920 the West Virginia State Historian and
Archivist stated the attempt to locate medal
recipients that year “will probably be the last
attempt to prevent them from being left here as
museum curios.” Thankfully his prophesy failed
to come true. In 1959, on the eve of the Civil
War Centennial, State Archives director Dr.
James L. Hupp said it had been many decades
since a concerted effort had been made to
distribute the remaining medals and he felt the
time was right to renew the effort. He said it
should be based upon a first come, first served
effort by those who could prove their lineage to
the soldier, but after a specific deadline, the
final unclaimed medals could possibly be sold to
collectors. Thankfully, again, that did not occur.
The unclaimed medals still rest in their original
boxes, awaiting claim applications from their
awardees’ descendants. Gen. Isaac Duval, West
Virginia Adjutant General at the time of the
initial issue of the medals, a veteran officer of
the 9th West Virginia Infantry and a Brigadier

General, was the only person who was issued a
gold-plated medal

WVRA Officers
President – Mark Tennant
Vice President – Bill Brisendine
Treasurer (interim) – Tim Glaser
Secretary – vacant (Need a volunteer)
Newsletter editor (interim) – Chuck Critchfield
Website – Peter Baxter
25th Va. Rep – Chris Johnson
1st Va. Cavalary – John Brasuk
Artillery – Connie & Sam Kraft
TASAS – Tonya Daft
Editor’s Corner
Thank you to Chris Johnson, Mark Tennant and Ed
Chapdelaine for their contributions. Again, I rely on
your contributions to help make this informative.
The last issue was emailed except to those who have
paid for mailed subscriptions. We continue to suffer
from lack of e-mail addresses. I mailed the June issue
to those who given us US Mail addresses. Large
number of cavalry members submitted not address of
any kind.
Thanks to the members who made the meeting at
Beverly. Next meeting is at Bulltown. If there are
errors in the minutes, please let me know.
Included in this issue is a ballot. Up for vote is
whether the WVRA should sponsor Rich Mountain
and also whether we should sponsor Droop Mountain.
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Ballot
August 2014 Issue of the Trans Allegheny Dispatch
Please return this ballot by September 1, 2014. Since we have no
secretary you may return to me, Chuck Critchfield, 608 Skyview Drive,
Clarksburg, WV 26301 or by email to ccritch608@yahoo.com. Or other
officers listed in the newsletter will accept
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Item One
Should the WVRA sponsor Rich Mountain reenactment in
cooperation with the Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation in
July of 2015?
_________ Yes, sponsor
__________ No, do not sponsor
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Item Two
Should the WVRA sponsor Droop Mountain reenactment in
cooperation with the Droop Mountain State Park in October of
2015?
__________ Yes, Sponser
___________ No, do not sponsor
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Member name __________________________________________
Signature _____________________________________________
Date ________________

