The Official Newsletter of The WVRA


DISPATCH

WVRA pamphlets are
available. Please help
recruit new members!

DROOP MOUNTAIN
A TREASURED EVENT

Calendar of Events
Accepting nominations
for officers.
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Unit officers
The By-Laws of
the WVRA are on
the web site at
WVRA.ORG
Congratulations to
our fabulous web
masters Donnie
and Lisa for such a
fantastic job!
Check out WVRA on
Facebook.

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in the
Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
MUST be emailed by
Dec 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by Dec 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Individual Mem-

bership dues $15 per year
FAMILY dues are $25.
mail to : TREASURER
Porter Stiles
1258 Bell Run Road
Fairmont WV 26554
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The Federal Side at Droop
photos by Chuck and Pam Critchfield, Sheri Skidmore, and Dave Rhinehart
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Thank You for the
contributions to our
Nov & Dec Dispatch:
Tonya & Jack Daft,
Peter &Phyllis Baxter,
Chuck & Pam Critchfield, Dora Grubb,
Dave Rhinehart, Griff
King, Jeff Zickafoose,
Roy Shreve,Art &Pam
Dodd, Jill Cochran,
James Gilbert, Mark
Tennant, Christa Pierpont, Porter Stiles,
Sheri Skidmore, Jeff
Goff, Patti Workman,
Donna Kelley, Scott
Sigley,

We All Wish Our WVRA Family, A Very Spiritual and
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays...filled with lots of
love, luck, laughter and many fond memories with family
and friends to last a lifetime. Love you all.
For timely discussions about
CW events, clothing, firearms,
and yes, even personalities in
the hobby,
Go To

Chel Depp
Executive Director
Rich Mountain Battlefield
Foundation/Historic Beverly
Preservation
PO Box 227 Beverly, WV
26253
304-637-7424
www.richmountain.org
www.historicbeverly.org
www.authenticcampaigner.com
Or www.cwreenactors.com

The link http://www.wvra.
org/page12.html will take
you straight to the equip-

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS
BUY THEIR BOOKS
“Civil War Woodworking”
And “Birdhouses”
by AJ Hamler
************
“The Reporter Wore Petticoats”
By Dr. Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds

PICTURES OF DROOP
on front cover is by
Sheri Skidmore. Page
two were submitted by
Peter Baxter and provided by DAVE Rhinehart. Great Job!

WVRA NEWSLETTER NEEDS
The newsletter need pictures, stories, recipes, info on Civil War life, Did you knows,
jokes, historical info, family history, Family
tidbits, Birthdays, Civil War facts, Civil War
Movie and book reviews, info about civil war
places in WV, Info on members for our Meet
and Greet column, news clippings about our
members and our Civil War events come on
guys send in that info make this newsletter
the best ever.
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as they were marching off to battle. Are they registered? Was their weapons inspected? For safety reaby WVRA newsletter editor Tonya Daft
sons we MUST follow through with this and make
sure everyone is registered. What if someone gets
Enjoy your break after the WVRA November 6 meet- hurt. Something to think about for our future events.
ing at the Beverly Heritage Center at 4:00. Here are
Please go over the WVRA Directory and make sure I
Some things to remember and do over your free
have information complete and correct on everyone. I
time. {giggle} sounds like I'm giving out homework. am very sorry but being a grandma has made me old,
We are still doing up letters for mail calls at our
senile, poor eye sight and very forgetful but I am enevents. Write up a letter for a soldier and give it to
joying every minute of it (giggle) it's a good excuse
me and I can make copies for everyone. Believe it or anyway. So I have made several mistakes and I want
not the guys love these. Some of them were showto get them corrected. If someone tells you they did
ing me the old ones that they still had from a long
not get a newsletter please remind them that the
time ago. We still need items nonperishable for the
newsletters are now on the web site, Facebook , and
soldiers boxes due to A LOT of walk ons we did not email. If they do not have email or want a printed
have enough items to pass out to everyone at Droop copy anyway tell them to contact me, I have to have
so if you can provide a few things from now until
the information (mailing address, verification of
our next big event that would be great. We had
dues) before I can correct the problem. Some memenough for about 100 people but we were way over
bers have paid extra to the treasurer to cover the
that. We have plenty of candles, matches, paper &
postage and processing of mailing their newsletter.
pencils, cravats, and gun cleaning swabs for the sol- We really had to do this and I am sorry but you can
diers, but we need other items. Maybe we can even
thank your past newsletter editors who were able to
get together some time and put these things together get the newsletter printed for FREE, they saved you a
for an event. I want to thank the Snyders, Dafts,
ton of money. I am using the WVRA copier and ink is
Tennants, Carol Rowe and Abby Reynolds for all the outrageous. It was costing close to $62 each person a
supplies they made for the soldiers. Also "Jasmine
year to mail out newsletters and that would have
and Magnolia" provided letters as did Carol and
bankrupted us very quickly. I finally with the help of
Abby. Thank you very much. I also want to thank
a friend was able to order the ink at a much reduced
Debbie Rush for bringing some extra baskets not
price so it was only costing us $18 a year per person
sure if anyone else did. But if you did it was appreci- to process and mail newsletter. So I am still working
ated I had no idea we were going to need that many on ways to get it done cheaper. Mailing more than
baskets. So you literally saved my graces. I planned
one month at a time helps also. And if you can get it
for double the amount I was told, and we still went
off the web site or Internet please do so to help out
way over that. This is why it is very important to
the WVRA and to save trees.
pre-register. Much Discussion has been made about I want to thank everyone for their patience, we now
pre-registration and how to get people to register.
have the web site corrected, the tax exempt finally
Porter brought up that everyone should have to reg- handled, the domain name taken care of, the WVRA
ister and show wrist bands (neutral, blue, or gray
PO Box is up, running and being maintained, and the
colors) when they line up for battle, when they atWVRA directory is out there and hopefully correct. A
tend the ladies tea, when they get in meal line, etc.
LARGE HUG and thank you goes out to all of you
A large amount of people agree. I for one along
that pitched in to help out how ever you could. It is
with several others liked the dog tags that we got at great when we all can work together for the greater
Anteitam you could hide them, and when you
cause. You Truly are the WVRA's Unsung Hero's. I
needed to show them you could. But then again I
am now working on getting all the old Secretary
like souvenirs. We really need to do this, it is impor- notes from over the years. These are very important
tant to provide for the people that were registered.
so if you were a Secretary of the WVRA and you have
And I also know for a fact that several people in the
copies of your notes please send them to me. A copy
meal line were spectators, they were in my camp
of the domain name contract and the web site info
earlier asking questions. I also saw several people
should be sent to put in this Secretary notebook for
show up in cars run out and form up with the guys
future reference also, so nothing like what we faced

Just My View
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Just My View …...continued

ITEMS FOR SALE

recently will ever happen again. Believe me when I say it is not
fun trying to break down a block wall with out any tools
(WVRA information).
Another great thing is the WVRA is trying to have A Sutler
this is a fund raiser for the WVRA and to help individuals
make some money with their wares for future items that they
might need to re-enact with, plus it helps new members obtain
items that they might need. Please notice that it says A Sutler
we cannot have a bunch of people setting up individual things
all over. This causes problems with other sutlers and also is
hard to keep track of who is selling for the WVRA. We got permission to do this so please do not blow it for everyone. I am
sorry that I had to set up the items that were given to me at
my camp but that was the only way I could look after it and
manage it. And I would not have been able to manage that had
the Americorp Volunteers not been there to help. The others
that were suppose to help had problems and could not make it
so I had to do it. If we continue to do this those in charge
MUST make a list of who brought what and how much was
sold so you know how much of the 10% goes to the WVRA.
And how much the individual gets. We also had items that
were donated totally to the WVRA by Bill Snyder so all that
money went to the WVRA. In total for our first event the Sutler
brought in $56.50 for the WVRA and for just a few participants
that was great. Reminder you must be a WVRA member to do
this. Please mark all your items with the price and your name.
If you have clothing it is best to have a size on that item. You
are responsible for bringing the stuff to the sutler marked and
priced. You must obtain the items that do not sell and take
them back home with you. Other possible items that people
were looking for: ladies dresses, mens shirts, hair pc, housewives, Civil War books, {hint hint} and children items. Tourist
were looking for something that said Droop Mountain on it.
We also had pamphlets on the WVRA, Droop and Rich Mountain for people to take. If you would rather sell your stuff personally then send me a list with prices and your name, phone
and email. I will gladly put it in the newsletter. Also any
"Civil War items wanted" that someone might need.
Now it is that time of the year please think about nominations
for our officers and for the individual unit officers. Please do
not nominate someone if you have not obtained their approval
and agreement to fulfill the office. Also feel free to VOLUNTEER. Now get out those calendars for 2011 and 2012 and
bring them to the November meeting with the dates of events
that are going on so we can be prepared for the 150th. Again
Thanks a Million and thanks for being such a great part of the
WVRA Family.

Hi, Tonya,
Hope things are going well. I sold some of
my stuff, and donated most of the rest to
RMBF. I still have for sale a 7x7x9 wedge
tent with gound cloth, storage box pegs for
$75. Also, 2 volume hard back Hardee's tactics ($5) and an infantry officers uniform
(dark blue pants with sky blue trim (size 40)
and 5 button sack coat (size 48) for $30.
Also, does anyone in our group make men's
uniforms? I am thinking of perhaps an invalid corps and/or a chaplains' impression for
living history and perhaps history alive.
Blessings, Jeff Zicafoose
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Jackets Confederate Jeans Wool Richmond
DepoII 38-40 $50: 2 Grey Wool Jackets
$35 : Jeans Wool Pants 32-34 waist $35: 1
gray and 2 black pants $25 each: Shirts large
4 white $15 each: 5 check $20 each: 3 prs
suspenders $7.50 each; 2 prs socks $5 each;
1 canteen $50; Cliff Vankirk 304-269-1164
A LARGE SALUTE, TREMENDOUS
WORK, PAT ON THE BACK, THANK
YOU: to Kevin Mullenax and family for such
a wonderful dinner of Pork and Chicken at
Droop Mountain…. it was AWESOME!!!!!!
GREAT JOB!
And also to our fabulous musicians for the
wonderful Civil War Ball. Thanks for such an
exciting, fun-filled, treasured event.
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS
I promised I would report back about the domain name situation.
I want to emphasize that it's not a done deal by any stretch. They may well want some further bone fides. But thanks to Porter's quick response on documentation I did get their request form sent off just
now, seeking to change the contact person to me. They've already auto-acknowledged its receipt.
I thought this might be simplest, for the time being, since I already had an account at Network Solutions. If they'll make me the new contact name, as soon as I can get access to it I'll renew the domain
name for a 10-year period. Then we can set this up for the long run however the WVRA executives want
to.
I'll let you know when I hear from Network Solutions...
-- Peter Baxter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I'm happy to send along some good news: backed by a lengthy form and documentation, Network Solutions let me into the WVRA's domain name registration account. I'm now the new "Primary Contact"
person. I immediately renewed our long-time domain name for a 9-year term. It cost $161.91. The domain name "wvra.org" is valid for us until 13 September 2019. I will need guidance pretty soon from
the group on a long-term address for the organization. (Right now it reads "209 Carpenter Street" in
Clarksburg.) Later, we can figure out who the "Administrative Contact" and "Technical Contact<s>"
should be. But I won't go into details on that for this APB... The point is, we now seem to have resecured the original domain name for many years to come.
-- Peter Baxter PS -- I have no idea why "9 years" instead of 10 -- that's just what they offered…
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Back by popular demand is the History Expo (previously known as the ‘Getting To Know You“) which will be
in the Marion County Court House. Date looking at is March 26th with set up on March 25th. Wonderful way
to promote our history and your organizations. Probably 10-3 Feel free to sell tickets, items, etc. No charge for
table. But we do need some help. Will also need to know this date is okay asap as we need to start publicity by
Nov. Will have entertainment & food to purchase….Dora Grubb
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
It was a great weekend. You all did a wonderful job. Thanks to all. I have tons of photos of the skirmish and
battle; too many to post here. When I get some worked up, I will post a few. Patti Workman
****************************************************************************************
We had a great time, not to hot and not to cold…..Scott Sigley
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Had a GREAT TIME Thanks to all who put on the Droop Mt event…...Jeff Goff
****************************************************************************************
Thanks to the 2nd for all their friendship and help. Thanks a Million guys and gals. (giggle) couldn't pull it off
without the women too. And thank you our fabulous members who put a lot of hard work into making this a
very special event….Tonya
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Droop Mountain is a fascinating reenactment. It brings home how difficult the fighting was and how every inch
of ground was purchased with blood…...Donna Kelley

INTERESTING WEB SITES TO CHECK OUT
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/10/02/AR2010100200438.html

www.virginiacivilwar.org/
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Tourism Updates: Civil War Trail Markers
Good morning,
Here is an update regarding the Civil War Trails program and Marketing Universals:
On October, 5, 2010, the Division of Tourism hosted a meeting of the Civil War Task Force at Stonewall Resort. Thank
you to all who could attend the meeting. For those who missed the meeting, this email is a follow-up to provide an update
on the Civil War Trails program. As of today, we have 68 markers in the ground throughout West Virginia.
Here are some highlights from the October Civil War Task Force meeting:
1) TOURISM WEBSITE UPDATES: This fall/winter, The Division of Tourism will be updating its Civil War travel
content at www.wvtraditions.com – Click on Civil War.
a. EVENTS: if you’ve not already sent your event, please inform the Division of Tourism of any Civil War Tourism
events for 2011 by filling out and mailing this form: www.wvtourism.com/listings - Please use this form to get posted to
our online calendar of events.
b. PLACES: Please update the Division of Tourism on TOURIST READY Civil War Sites that are missing from the site.
Please exclude Civil War Trails program additions as these are already in planning. Again, this form may be used for
sites: www.wvtourism.com/listings
2) CIVIL WAR TRAILS MARKETING UNIVERSALS: (See Attached) The five states in the Civil War Trails program have developed a uniform set of marketing practices to be implemented now throughout the 150th. Please see the attached recommendations. These are grassroots suggestions mainly focused on where and how to utilize the logo. This
helps build the overall brand of the Civil War Trails program as a trusted and familiar resource for travelers. These steps
are for state tourism offices, regional visitors bureaus, and local sites/communities affiliated with the Civil War Trails program.
3) PROGRAM DEADLINE ANNOUNCED: Completed materials for Civil War Trails program signage must be postmarked to Civil War Trails no later than January 11, 2011. We now have 68 Civil War Trails markers in the ground and
about another 35 reported as in the works in various communities. Due to limited funding and the need to have our map
guide completed, it is advised to send submissions ASAP and not wait to the last minute. It’s also been requested that we
place special emphasis on following directions outlined in the How to Get Started and Marker Guidelines forms. This
includes making sure copy and hi-resolution photographs are submitted in electronic format. I’ve attached the guidelines
and how to guide to this email.
4) MR. DAN TOOMEY, a volunteer with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum addressed the group to discuss opportunities to send in any Civil War events for free listing and promotion with the B&O Railroad Museum. The museum
has a special interest the railroads vital role in the Civil War and West Virginia statehood. This could be a great avenue
for PR for any event that has ties with the B&O Railroad story. For more details, contact Mr. Dana Kirn, director of museum services at the B&O Railroad Museum. dana.kirn@BORail.org
5) MR. RICK WOLFE was given special recognition by West Virginia Tourism Commissioner, Betty Carver for his ongoing dedication to help the Division of Tourism review Civil War Trails marker submissions and other various volunteer
activities.
6) NEXT MEETING: The group decided it is best to hold meetings of the Civil War Task Force on a bi-monthly basis
and to rotate every other meeting around the State so more people could be engaged and have input. A survey will come
around in a few weeks to inquire about the next meeting date. It will likely be early December and hosted at the WV Division of Tourism. A conference call number will be provided for the next meeting.
7) NEW SITES ADDED to the Civil War Trails program in October include Wood, Monroe, Wirt, Jackson, Barbour
and Ohio Counties. A total of 70 markers have now been installed throughout West Virginia and several more are being
developed. The Division of Tourism is paying for the purchase and installation of 150 Civil War Trails markers throughout West Virginia. The deadline to submit completed materials for this program is January 11, 2011, but you are encourage to act soon because availability is limited. Contact Justin Gaull for more details at Justin.M.Gaull@wv.gov
8) WV CIVIL WAR TRAILS LOGO is attached to this email for display and advertising for communities and sites affiliated with the program. Email Justin for that information. Justin M. Gaull WV Tourism Justin.M.Gaull@wv.gov
(304) 957-9385

DEC 2010

W V R A T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y D I S PAT C H

Confederate Side at Droop

PICTURES
OF
DROOP
by Sheri
Skidmore.
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Meeting update & Some Interesting places in WV

WVRA Meeting - November 6, 4 pm,
at the Beverly Heritage Center.
Agenda will include scheduling discussion for
150th Anniversary events and nomination of officers.
*****************************************
Night at the Museum – The Museum Comes Alive!
Join us in Beverly November 6 from 6-9 pm for an exciting evening of entertainment at the Beverly Heritage
Center. “Night at the Museum,” will bring Beverly’s history to life as exhibit characters share their stories. The
fun and educational event will feature:
 Grand opening of the long-awaited new Civil War Exhibit
 First person characters in each exhibit
 Civil War era music
 Silent auction
 The Beverly Heritage Center story
 Fall-themed hearty hors d’oeuvres and beverages
Look who’s coming to visit!
Some of the characters you might meet when The Museum Comes Alive are:
 Early valley settlers (Tom Downs & Tiffany Rose)
 Lemuel Chenoweth, famous Beverly bridgebuilder (Randy Allan)
 Randolph County Courthouse lawyer (Earl Maxwell)
 Beverly’s Heyday printer (Karl Mulac)
 Senator & Mrs. Carlile (Gary & Millie Goetze)
 Henri Lovie, artist and illustrator for Frank Leslie’s Weekly (Hunter Lesser)
 Jed Hotchkiss, Civil War mapmaker (Don Teter)
 Civil War telegrapher (Tim Glaser)
 And maybe some surprises!
Tickets for the open house style Night at the Museum event are $30, and reservations are appreciated. Proceeds
from the event go to support completion of the Beverly Heritage Center. For reservations call 304-637-7424,
email info@historicbeverly.org, or stop by the Beverly Heritage Center on Court Street, 9 to 4 Monday – Friday, Saturday 10 – 4.
If you haven't been there before -- Beverly is located on US Rt 219/260 6 miles south of Elkins. You will find
the Beverly Heritage Center in the middle of Beverly, at the corner of Files Creek Road/Court Street. (The
white brick Beverly Bank is one end of the Beverly Heritage Center. It is across the side street from the Town
Square, and caddy corner from the Randolph Co Museum). Turn east off of Main Street and look for parking.
The entrance is on the "back" side of the block of four buildings.
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Hear Ye ! Hear Ye ! 2011 Events Calendar
Christmas Parade Fairmont 2nd Saturday December 11 2010 Kick off to Marion County Civil War events.
Jan 22 Marion County Pierpont Birthday Celebration Decorate Grave. Possible Church service?
March 26 Marion County Historical Society “History Expo” Court House.
April 16 Morgantown – Mason Dixon Civil War Round Table Symposium, www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org.
April 22-24 Prickets Fort - Jones Imboden Raid Civil War Weekend, www.prickettsfort.org
April 30 Marion County Library Civil War history Civil War Markers and Tours.
May 27 Grafton – Lantern tour Grafton National Cemetery, Mark Tennant MARK6WV@cs.com
May 28 Marion County Julia Pierpont Day
May 13-15 Clarksburg – Event being planned, Connie Poe fallingmountains@msn.com
June 3-5 Philippi – Blue/Gray Reunion
June 20 Wheeling - West Virginia Day at Independence Hall www.wvculture.org
June 20 Marion County WV Day Marion County Historical Society and Pricketts Fort.
June 23-26 Shepherdstown – The George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War, Civil War S
Seminar – “1861 in West Virginia”, www.shepherd.edu/gtmcweb/cwcenter.htm
July 6 – 8 Beverly – Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation, First Campaign Tour
July 8-10 Rich Mountain Reenactment, www.richmountain.org
July 11 Commemoration of the battle at the Rich Mountain Battlefield
July 15-17 Laurel Hill Reenactment, www.battleoflaurelhill.org/
CORRICKS FORD TBD
July 15-17 Battle of Barboursville Living History and Reenactment, Linda Miller Barbourville CWD@aol.com
July 22-24 Battle of Bull Run
Sept 3-4 Cheat Mountain Reenactment
Sept 10-11 Carnifex Ferry Reenactment, www.carnifexferrybattlefieldstatepark.com
Sept 10-11
Tour - Hunting Robert E. Lee – Tour of General Lee sites in the Cheat
Mountain area. Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation
Oct 7-9 ?
Bulltown
Nov Droop Living History

North and South coming together to enjoy the sunsets and feed the Troops

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE WVRA ASSOCIATION

LAST WVRA MEETING
for 2010
NOVEMBER 6 @

REENACTING THE ERA
OF THE AMERICAN
CIVIL WAR

www.wvra.org

400pm
At Beverly Heritage
Museum. Important
meeting discussing
2011 & 2012 events
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WEST VIRGINIA REENACTORS ASSOCIATION
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and nomination of
WVRA
Officers

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect any official view of the
WVRA or its members.

Mannington , WV 26582
479 Plum Run Road
c/o Tonya Daft , Editor
The Trans-Allegheny Dispatch

