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WVRA School of the Soldier
Historic, Awesome, Educational, Fun Event

At Prickett’s Fort State Park
Calendar of Events
**********************
June 20
WV Day at Independence Hall
Marion County WV Day at
Historical Society Musuem &
Pricketts Fort.
****************************
June 25-26
Corrick’s Ford Reenactment
Parsons WV
***************************

July 8-10
In April 1863 Confederate forces invaded Fairmont, Virginia (now West Virginia)
Rich Mountain
in an attempt to gain control of the strategic B&O Railroad and capture Francis
Civil War Reenactment Pierpont, Governor of the Re-Organized Virginia. The park will commemorate
***************
WVRA JULY MEETING
JULY 9 at Rich Mountain

Check Out Our Web
Site at:
www.wvra.org
Web Masters
Donnie Stewart &
Lisa Johnson
Visit West Virginia
Reenactors on
Facebook.

this event through various reenactments and demonstrations.

WVRA Reminders...Dues...Newsletter Deadlines
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in
the Trans-Allegheny Dispatch MUST be emailed
by July 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by July 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR

WVRA Individual Membership dues are $15
FAMILY dues are $25
printed newsletter is $15
mail to :
WVRA TREASURER

Chuck Critchfield
608 Skyview Drive
Clarksburg WV 26301
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More on School of the
Soldier and
The Marion County
Library Living History
Presentations on Daily
Life During the Civil
War And the infamous
Belle Boyd.
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WVRA APRIL-MAY SECRETARY NOTES
by WVRA Secretary PVT. Jack Daft CSA

The April/May meeting held at Prickett’s Fort on April 30th 2011 was called to order by President Bill
Brisendine. Minutes from the last meeting, printed in the April newsletter were approved without amendment.
A grateful Thank You was expressed to Porter Stiles for his diligent effort over the last FOUR years as
WVRA treasurer. Jack Daft signed on as second signature for the treasury. Chuck announced he could do
electronic signature transactions with the account. Treasury balance is $2828.05 with $450 committed to the
units, bringing the total to$2328.05.
OLD BUSINESS
Tonya Daft mentioned a North Carolina presentation; no interest was expressed by the
group. Especially with the high cost of travel. Bill recommended maps to events be placed in the newsletter.
Tonya will do this if people send her the maps and info.
Corricks’ Ford sent a mail out, this week. Keep watching. The event will include a walking tour on Saturday, a speaker from 12:30 to 2:00, a tea from 2:00 to 2:30 and a 3:00 skirmish. At 1:00 pm on Sunday the battle or Corrick’s Ford will take place.
Tim Glaser presented an update on Rich Mountain. Events start Wednesday with a symposium at D&E.
The reenactment is Friday- Sunday. Saturday’s tactical will be the same as 6 years ago with fighting across the
creek. A wedding will be held at 11:00. A Sunday Church service will be held with Communion. The site of
Sunday’s afternoon battle will depend on the number of soldiers. Monday a telegraph to DC to McClellan’s
headquarters will be set up, and a reenactment of his telegraph to Lincoln announcing his success will be done.
Mark Tennant announced Grafton would hold its Memorial event Friday evening May 27th at 8:30. Directions can be obtained at the downtown Dairy Mart.
The Spring Ball will be held next Saturday. Set up will start a 5:00 pm; Social time will start at 6:30 pm.
Please park in the lot beside the Church and not across from the Church. Rich Mountain clean up will be Saturday May 21st.
NEW BUSINESS: A motion was made by Tim to reimburse Mark Tennant for cleaning the jacket and pants
of the suit owned by the WVRA. The motion was seconded by Dave Eubanks and carried unanimously.
Brian Cokley would like a reenactment in June of 2013 for the Boy Scout jamboree. A short discussion was
held; it was decided to think about it. Brian please send information to the newsletter editor on this.
Tim made a motion that dues paid by Kevin to the USV count as dues paid for WVRA membership. Motion was seconded by Dave and carried unanimously.
There was no unit meetings. A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck and seconded by Mark. There being no
objections, the meeting was adjourned. NEXT MEETING SATURDAY JUNE 4 AT PHILIPPI.

Welcome to the WVRA Family
Dennis Carder and Steve Brown
For timely discussions
about CW events, clothing,
firearms, and yes, even personalities in the hobby, Go
To
www.authenticcampaigner.com
Or www.cwreenactors.com

Chel Depp Executive Director
Rich Mountain Battlefield
Foundation /Historic Beverly
PO Box 227 Beverly, WV 26253
304-637-7424

www.richmountain.org
www.historicbeverly.org

www.wvra.org
for Sutler and equipment information check out the web site.
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Civil War Dentistry: A Brief Look
The dental profession had gained some standing during the two decades that preceded the Civil War. In the
Confederate states, there were about 500 dentists. Jefferson Davis, while serving as Secretary of War
under Pierce, was an advocate for a dentistry corps. Perhaps this is why the Confederate Army had a dental
program, while a similar idea in the Union Army was rejected by the War department. Confederate Surgeon
General Moore was also quite supportive of the idea of Army dentists, leading to the comment that the
dentists owed more to Moore "than to any man of modern times".
Soldiers tended to neglect basic care of their teeth. Toothbrushes were scarce and their diet was
inadequate. Also, Dental operations usually cost more than the common private soldier could afford...
particularly in the Confederacy when inflation set in. Despite poor dental care, a soldier's teeth were
important on the battlefield. Many recruits were turned down if they lacked six opposing upper and lower
front teeth, considered necessary to bite off the end of the powder cartridges used with the muzzle loading
rifles of the times.
Dentists were usually accorded the rank of hospital steward, though according to one source, they also
could be full surgeons with all the pay and benefits of a surgeon. Medical director William A. Carrington,
CSA, commented that dentists "plugged, cleaned, and extracted teeth", in addition to "adjusting fractures of
the jaw and operating on the mouth". Another, Richmond dentist Dr. W. Leigh Burton, commented that his
days were filled of "twenty to thirty fillings, the preparation of cavities included, the extraction of 15 or 20
teeth, and the removal of tartar ad libitum!"
Dentist Dr. James B. Bean of Atlanta made significant contributions to the treatment of fractured maxillary
bones. Bean used an interdental splint made of vulcanized India rubber that had cup shaped indentations
for the teeth. Bean's splint was a great success and he was sent to Richmond where his splint was used for
treatment at a ward of the Receiving and Way Hospital.
The Confederacy in particular should be praised for it's Dental Corps. The act of conscripting dentists in
January 1864, gave the Confederate soldier at least that small advantage over his Union counterpart. As
before stated, all attempts at the Union Dentistry corps were turned down.
NEAT FACTS: dentistry during the Civil War, when extraction of bad teeth was the main procedure and was
often performed by non-dentists. The Confederacy established a professional dental group whose main job
was extractions. As many men had poor teeth, a rule was established that a man must have four front
incisors that matched to enable him to tear open the cardboard cartridge for his rifle. If he did not, he was
called “4F,” a term that expanded to become the term for those who did not meet the minimum standards for
service.
Dentists brought their own tools to the Army, and the tools were considered so precious they were
considered military equipment. Gold foil was used for fillings for people with money and tinfoil for those with
less.
This was pre-electric time period so all dental work had to be done by hand

For your sewing needs contact Seamstresses:
Lisa Johnson at 304-319-6316 or queendurst2000@yahoo.com
Diane Tennant at 304-363-0935 or diane1wv@yahoo.com

Mary Davis of Prim and Proper primandproperonline.com.
Early Victorian Woman’s and Children’s Clothing. 304-931-4713

New Business
Tim Glaser
304-591-6272
Check out:

Civilwarfurniture.
com
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Library Displays Civil War Dental Kit
By Rosenberg Library …Special to The Daily News…Published February 1, 2011

GALVESTON — The Rosenberg Library Museum is displaying a rare dental surgeon’s field
kit from the Civil War as the February Treasure of the Month.
This unusually large kit was manufactured by John D. Chevalier, the first dental supply
house in the United States, established in New York in 1833.
The kit is believed to originally have belonged to a Confederate soldier trained as a dentist
and features more than 50 instruments, including forceps, dental elevators and picks, in a
hand-fabricated rosewood box.
Historians have uncovered a plethora of information on dental and personal hygiene
during the mid-1800s by studying teeth, tools and agents that have been discovered on
Civil War battlefields. Artifacts, such as the dental kit, which is now on display, can offer
an almost visual account of what it must have been like to live during one of our nation’s
most gruesome events.
Dental health in the mid-1800s was not a common priority, and most civilians only visited
a dentist to have troublesome teeth extracted. When the Civil War began in 1861, good
dental health, in addition to being between the ages of 17-45, surprisingly was a
requirement of recruits for both sides of the conflict.
Dentists who were enlisted as soldiers of either army often kept their tools on hand to be
of service wherever necessary. A lack of formal dental care in the Union Army forced field
surgeons to practice dentistry in the field, whereas in the Confederate Army, civilian
dentists were hired under contract or trained soldiers were supplemented with extra
supplies, pay and rankings as hospital stewards.
As troublesome as it might be to imagine, Union soldiers were required to have only six
opposing upper and lower front teeth to become servicemen, while Confederate soldiers
were required to have only four opposing front teeth.
As battles waged forward and drafts increased, men often removed their own front teeth to
avoid enlistment.
This problem became so severe that army surgeons eventually refused to exempt soldiers
whose mouths showed obvious signs of recent extractions.
The availability of supplies came to be the greatest difference in overall soldier health.
During the height of the Civil War, typical daily dental practices could include 20 to 30
cavity fillings, the extraction of 15 to 20 teeth and the removal of cumbersome tartar — all
without the use of anesthesia.
Because of Northern blockades, Confederate supplies dwindled, and access to basic
materials was severely affected. Gold foil, the preferred filling material at the time, became
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scarce and extremely expensive that dentists on either side of the Mason-Dixon Line were
reduced to using cheaper, more available materials such as tin, amalgams (mercury alloys)
and even asbestos.
The showcased dental surgeon’s kit was donated to the library in 1949 by Clark Hazlitt,
who had purchased it from the estate sale of W.T. Armstrong (1864-1949). Armstrong, a
Galveston attorney and dean of the Galveston Bar Association, was one of the original
1900 Trustees of the Rosenberg Library, was elected to the Rosenberg Library board of directors in 1905 and remained an active member of the board until his death in 1949.
A rare dental surgeon’s field kit from the Civil War is on display during the month of February at Rosenberg Library, 2310 Sealy Ave., in Galveston

Dental fillings in Civil War
skulls: what do they tell us?
RA Glenner, P Willey, PS Sledzik, and EP
Junger Chico State University, USA.

This article discusses the dental
techniques, methods and materials used in the South during
the Civil War based on the dental restorations found in the
skulls of four confederate soldiers. The skulls display a variety of dental filling materials, including thorium, lead, tin and
tin amalgam. These materials
were used at a time when more
valuable materials, such as gold
and silver, were not readily available in the
South.
Tonya Daft
will be
providing
Civil War
Dentistry
Living
History.
Do we have
any
volunteers
(giggle)
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS
New Release: AVERY’S BATTLEFIELD by Deanna K. Klingel. Book One in historical fiction series for young
readers, and young at heart readers. In Virginia, and West Virginia, during the American Civil War, young
Avery begins a dangerous that takes him, and Gunner his hound dog, across the war torn states confronting
the heartbreak on both sides. The simple farm boy brings to the war effort a true heart, a healing hand, and
a large supply of courage and faith, while discovering his battlefield is the hospital. A memorable story of a
boy, his dog, and their search for peace in 1861-1865. Book Two AVERY’S CROSSROADS is scheduled for
September 2011. Book One was released March 18, 2011 by Journey Forth Publishing, BJU Press.
ISBN 987-1-60682-171-8 Available through distributors or directly from www.bjupress.com priced at $8.99 I
hope you will recommend it to your young reenactors. Thank you for considering us. Regards, Deanna
www.BooksByDeanna.com.
Email deannaklingel@yahoo.com

The Members of the Civil War Coalition said they would help with the Children's Day at the Three Rivers Festival on Friday, May 27th at the park. The Coalition is to have a table & the Historical Society is having one! We
need a tent. Chairs & Table will be provided. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS IN DRESS FROM 3:45-7:00. WE
ALSO NEED INFORMATION & CARDS TO HANDOUT ABOUT EACH ORGANIZATION. ..Dora Grubb
Do we have any WVRA Volunteers please contact Tonya. I have WVRA displays, pamphlets, enrollment forms, business cards, & such but need workers. Thanks a Million Tonya
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

We put on an event each year and in the last 3 years we have put on the Battle of Sycamore. We
are in real need of re-endactors for this event. Last year we only had 24 re-endactors. We would
really like to keep this event going and we need help. I was hoping that you could help us with
this. We have over 300 acres, Heritage Village. It is a Great Place for a civil war
re-endactment. Our Park is Calhoun County Park, in Grantsville WV.

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an old-fashion
down home from the HEART…... THANK YOU!!!!!!
I would like to express my opinion of the School of the Soldier held at Prickett’s Fort. It was good to see
the weather cooperate on Saturday. For the first time in the last few years I thought the drills were worth the
effort of being on the field. At Rowelsburg it seemed we were always rushing through the drills to meet deadlines. Hats off to the commanders for taking the time to walk through the drills, explain the commands and
how to execute them. Adequate time was provided for walk through and real-time maneuvering. I think this
will help when it comes time to do it live.
The fact that we didn’t have to perform for an audience but were able to concentrate on the drill and how to
get it right helped. No one likes to get out there in the hot sun and drill, but if you want to look like you know
what you’re doing, you have to practice, practice, and practice. Despite our protestations, the officers persisted and we benefited. This year I think we got it right. The
School of the Soldier is just that, a school. We shouldn’t be performing for an audience;
we should be shaking off the rust of the winter and educating the new members. I know
nobody wants to clean his rifle, but I think some live firing should be incorporated next
year. It is after all a school of the soldier. Safe firing of the rifles needs to be demonstrated before the new soldiers see the elephant.
I would like to thank Prickett’s Fort for providing a place for our school, and for the
refreshments and delicious meals they provided. I felt welcomed and appreciated the entire weekend. I highly recommend we consider making this site our school of the soldier
in the future…...Your Humble Servant PVT Jack Daft CSA
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Reviewing Our Past in the WVRA
The History, The Fun, The Friendship
Saving the
Barrackville
Covered Bridge
from General
‘Grumble’ Jones

I now have
proof Kevin
Mullenax is
a spy!!!!

JULY 2010

W V R A T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y D I S PAT C H

PAGE 9

HISORICAL INFORMATION & HELP NEEDED
Some members of the West Virginia
Reenactors Association are working
with the Mannington Main Street and
Marion County Historical Society to
help purchase, save, record history
and promote the B&O Railroad in
Mannington & Fairmont and the
Depot in Mannington. We would like
more info pertaining to the Civil War
Era. Most of the historical records
have been destroyed in various fires
in Fairmont and Mannington.
Therefore finding information has
been extremely difficult. Below are
some historic pictures of the Depot.
We need help in finding more
pictures and more historical
information on the B&O Railroad and
the Depot. What we know so far is the
Depot is one of the few remaining
depots left in WV. It was originally
built pre-Civil War, circa 1852. The
existing structure was completed in
1906 during Mannington’s Boom
Days. During the Civil war, the Depot
was a major strategic site, an
important link to the Ohio River, and
the Western Front. When the focus of
the Civil War moved further West, the
Depot saw over 20,000 troops
deployed through it in a period of 24
hours, including 10 batteries,
equipment, horses, and wagons. After
the war, the Depot remained an
important part of transportation until
October 1957, with the departure of
the last passenger train. Riding the
Railroad from the Depot was how
people traveled to visit family, shop
and just enjoy the scenery. It is one of the few remaining historical structures in
Mannington that survived the fires of the 1900’s Any pictures, info, etc. that you can
provide would greatly be appreciated Thanks a Million Tonya Daft
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"A New Home for Liberty"
Hi Tonya, Here are the photos taken during the play "A New Home for Liberty" and also instructions about using them: http://www.jrclifford.org/jrc_wvstatehood_04062011PHOTOS.html
Thanks, Mark Crabtree, for letting us use these (copyrighted) pictures. The online pictures are low-resolution; if
you want an e-copy suitable for printing, or if you have any pictures of the program that you would like to share
with us and others, please contact Brandae Mullins at outreach@saveblackwater.org or 304-345-7663.
Pam and Art
One hundred and fifty years ago, brave Mountaineers, black and white, slave and free, risked their lives and
fortunes to create a new home for liberty in the United States - the State of West Virginia. Working without a
script, West Virginia’s founders carved out a new political space for their descendants. “A New Home for Liberty” illuminates and explains the real motivations of the leaders and ordinary citizens who “seized the time”
and will show what Statehood meant for ordinary people then and now. This program tells the dramatic and
exciting story of how famous statemakers and ordinary citizens grappled with the tough issues of human rights
and slavery as the Civil War raged around them - andhow these heroes added the West Virginia star to “Old
Glory!”
THE WORLD PREMIERE OF "A NEW HOME FOR LIBERTY"!
APRIL 6, 2011 - THE ERICKSON ALUMNI CENTER, MORGANTOWN, WV

Since 2004, the J.R. Clifford Project has celebrated West Virginia’s rich civil rights heritage. To commemorate the Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary) of West Virginia’s Statehood, the J.R. Clifford Project is partnering with educators,
churches, and community groups to present programs that explore how issues of race and justice helped form West Virginia. These programs celebrate the human courage and spirit that founded the Mountain State - a spirit that sought to advance democratic rights for all people.

MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS
"Camp Allegheny, a Civil War battlefield and winter encampment on the WV-VA border, has been nominated
by Highlanders for Responsible Development to be listed on the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s list
of America’s 11-Most Endangered Historic Places. The National Trust is a private non-profit organization, and
its highly competitive most-endangered list is intended to raise public awareness of threats to important historic
places across the nation. Camp Allegheny previously appeared on the Civil War Trust’s 2009 and 2010 listings
of Most-Endangered Battlefields. Camp Allegheny has also been listed on the National Register of Historic
Places since 1990." Camp Allegheny is one of the rare battle sites that has not yet been invaded by the 21st
century. But that invasion is coming -- an invasion by 19 400-foot-high wind turbines on a ridge in Virginia,
visible from the highest battlefield in the eastern theater of the Civil War. For more information, and to see
how you can help, see the article at http://alleghenytreasures.wordpress.com/2011/05/16/6225/

Tonya Excellent newsletter! Tim Glaser

JULY 2011
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Cedar Creek a Remarkable Experience

These pictures of Cedar Creek are provided through James Gilbert’s
Facebook page more pictures of Cedar Creek can be seen on his post.
Some pictures on my FB page were taken by me the rest are from a
message board, but I cannot recall who took them (if you took them
and happen to see these let me know and I'll give you credit!). This was
my favorite of the scripted battles all year long! Lookin forward to the
147th Cedar Creek next year! It was beyond fun, and I can actually see
myself in a couple of the above pictures. Definitely a big battle, and a
whole lot of fun! The 7th LA definitely are a top notch group of soldiers! If you ever find yourself in the Mid-Atlantic, upper South region
during a summer sometime, you should check one
out! Lots of smoke, the smell of burning sulphur
and hot wool uniforms! I Added a couple of pictures from the Northern Virginia Daily newspaper
to my FB page. Again, this was far and away my favorite of the scripted battles I participated in last
year. Tony, thanks again for allowing me to fall in
with the 10 Battalion! I am STOKED to head to Cedar Creek next year as well!! Other pictures are of
James at various other Civil War events.

THANKS A MILLION ...From the Bottom of My Southern Heart
Thank you to all of you that have contributed to the June & July WVRA
Dispatch : Jack & Tonya Daft, Chuck Critchfield, James Gilbert, Kevin
Mullenax, Jim Barnes, Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation, Marion
County Historical Society, Lana Shappek, Civil War Journal of Medicine,
Prickett’s Fort Foundation, Liz Calhoun, Rodger Ware, Mark Tennant,
Corrick’s Ford Battlefield Association, Journal of History of Dentistry,
Dr. Glenner & Dr. Willey, Dora Grubb, Art & Pam Dodd & Christa Greco.

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE WVRA ASSOCIATION

WVRA Meeting
July 9, 2011 at
Rich Mountain
Time & Place will be

REENACTING THE ERA
OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

posted at registration
& emailed to everyone

www.wvra.org
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect any official view of the
WVRA or its members.

Mannington , WV 26582
479 Plum Run Road
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