


DISPATCH 

The  Off ic ial  Newsletter of  The  WVRA 

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines  

Check Out Our 
Web Site  

at:  

www.wvra.org 
web master Tim Glaser  

DUES NEED TO BE PAID 
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR 
WVRA Membership dues is 
$15 per year,  FAMILY dues 
are $25. ( both includes Dis-

patch Subscription)  
 DISPATCH  only  $10  per 

year,  mail to : TREASURER 
Porter Stiles  

1258 Bell Run Road 
Fairmont WV 26554 

Marion County Historical Society Dinner Theatre 
with Belle Boyd Confederate Spy 

WVRA pamphlets are 

available. Please help 

recruit new members! 

                                                                             
DECEMBER 5                 

Civil War Meeting 
&  Dinner  Weston 

Western Steer 
Steakhouse     

3:00 -?                  
Pay for your own 

dinner. Bring White 
Elephant type of 
gift.                Can 

also bring:    
Christmas Cards 
and gifts to mem-
bers if  you want. 
Gag Gifts, Music, 

Photo Albums, 
Memories & 
Friendship.                 

Period Clothing 
Please 

Articles, pictures, or infor-
mation to be included in 
the Trans-Allegheny Dis-

patch MUST be emailed by 
DEC 15 to                  re-

beld4h@yahoo.com 
***** 

Or mailed by DEC 10 to:  
Jack & Tonya Daft  
479 Plum Run Road 

 Mannington WV 26582     

The Infamous Belle Boyd explaining the purpose of the “Bonnie Blue” to the audience at the 
Marion County Historical Society Dinner Theatre. Her Co-Conspirator is PVT Jackson Daft of the 
Confederacy. This fun-filled, wonderful, educational event was enjoyed by all that attended.  



PAGE 2     WVR A TR ANS-ALLEGHENY DISPATCH SEPT 2009  

 Appearing here, Belle Boyd, Rebel spy, Had Mar-
ion County Connection. 
Saturday, October 3, the Marion County Historical 
Society brought the Civil War era alive in Fairmont 
Beginning at 5:30 pm , local audiences enjoyed a 
mid-Victorian dinner, followed by an History Alive 
presentation of Patty Cooper as “Belle Boyd”, the 
celebrated Confederate spy from Martinsburg. This 
presentation is courtesy of the West Virginia Hu-
manities Commission.  

Of special interest is Belle Boyd’s tie with Marion 
County’s C. W. D. Smitley, a Union Army scout 
from Boothsville. Smitley, born June 6, 1839 in 
Cumberland, Md., was raised in Johnstown, Pennsyl-
vania. In 1859 he moved to the Boothsville area of 
Marion County, which was then in Virginia . In 1861 
at the outset of the Civil War, Smitley joined the Un-
ion 2nd (West) Virginia Infantry Co. B. He volun-
teered to be a scout, one of the most important but 
very dangerous jobs in the Army. Scouts were re-
quired to be dressed as Confederate soldiers in order 
to spy upon and deceive the enemy to get intelligence 
of the Confederates’ location, strength, and plans. 
Smitley was the leader and chief scout in the western 
Virginia/West Virginia theater of operations. He 
served under several Union generals during the war, 
Generals Milroy, Averell, and Sigel. One of his fel-
low scouts said Smitley was a brave, cool and daring 
man. Scout Smitley had many close calls during the 
war but with some luck and by using his wits man-
aged to escape many dangerous situations. 

Belle Boyd: A Spectacular, Amazing,  Young Rebel 
One of Scout Smitley’s biggest  accomplishments during 
the Civil War was the imprisonment of the celebrated fe-
male Rebel spy, Belle Boyd from Martinsburg, WV. Af-
ter Belle Boyd had helped General Thomas Stonewall 
Jackson defeat Union troops with her spying at Front 
Royal, Virginia in 1862, she was placed on parole to not 
spy on the North when Union troops reoccupied the 
town a few weeks later. Suspected of violating the con-
ditions of her parole by Union officers, C. W. D. Smitley 
was sent to entrap her. Posing as a Confederate officer 
on parole, he managed to win her affections and gain her 
trust. She boasted to him about her espionage activities. 
He reported this to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, 
who had Ms. Boyd arrested and put in prison. Smitley 
made many other valuable captures but he said his best 
capture was marrying his sweetheart Elizabeth Ruth 
Fancher at Boothsville in November, 1863. His luck ran 
out May 11, 1864 while on a scouting trip with fellow 
scout Spike Harris near Wardensville in eastern Hamp-
shire County . He was captured and Harris was killed by 
Confederates. After nearly dying of a fever in a Confed-
erate prison, he finally escaped and joined Sherman‘s 
Army as it was entering Columbia , South Carolina in 
1865. After the war Smitley moved to Burlington , Ohio 
where he and his wife raised their 10 children. Later in 
life he moved back to the Eldora area of Marion County 
where he died on September 23, 1900 of pneumonia. He 
is buried in the Clearmont Cemetery in the Boothsville 
area. 
The above information concerning C. W. D. Smitley was 
supplied by Mark Tennant of 1st [West] Virginia Infantry 
of the West Virginia Civil War Re-enactors Association. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For 
Some Reason Belle Boyd does not like reporters 



It is that time again to nominate officers for the WVRA. Please make sure the 
person you nominate is willing to hold that position before you make the 
nomination. And keep in mind, if  you as an individual would like to hold an 
office in the WVRA you are more than welcome to volunteer your services. 
Please contact any of your WVRA Executive Board Members with your 
nominations. Or you can email me at rebeld4h@yahoo.com with your 
nominations which will be posted in the next newsletter. Jan/Feb.  We need 
nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,  Newsletter 
Editor and of course the individual officers of the units. For those of you that 
have been nominated to a position please check out the WVRA by-laws and 

  Prison”.  In 1866 she began an acting career, making her debut in New York 2 
years later.  

Who Was The Infamous Belle Boyd 
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Chel Depp 
Executive Director 

Rich Mountain 
Battlefield  

Foundation/Historic 
Beverly Preservation 
PO Box 227 Beverly, 

WV 26253 
304-637-7424 

www.richmountain.org 
www.historicbeverly.

org 

The By-Laws of the WVRA are on the web site at WVRA.ORG 

 The link http://www.wvra.
org/page12.html will take 
you straight to the equip-

ment page and links to   
several Sutlers to buy your 
stuff from…….Tim Glaser 

For timely discussions about 
CW events, clothing, firearms, 
and yes, even personalities in 

the hobby,                                           
Go To                                                 

www.authenticcampaigner.com 

Or www.cwreenactors.com    

We are all invited to Attend the 

Beverly Historical Christmas event 

Dec 5 .  Please check out their web 



 Remember to recruit! 

WVRA Membership Dues  

are to be paid in full 

before the Beginning of 

March every year  

 
 

NOV  2009   PAGE 4     WVR A TR ANS-ALLEGHENY DISPATCH 

Period Food, Drink and Much, Much, More ! 
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Allegheny Mountains, WV 
Aug. 4, 1863 
  
My Dear Miss Abigail Reynolds - New York World, 
  
It was with great interest that I read a copy of the New York World given to me by my aide and found your re-
sponse to a letter I sent.   As much as I am dissatisfied by politicians and those who wish to prolong the 
war, two fact must be realized and accepted.  This present unpleasantness is a true Civil War and it was started 
by the southern states the moment they decided to take Federal property in the form of various garrisons, forts 
and armories and several did this before they committed the illegal act of secession. Georgia, Louisiana and 
Florida in particular.  Fort Sumter was just the straw that broke the camel's back as the old saying goes.   
  
From my observations at West Point when I was a cadet, I noticed the southerners tendency to go off half 
cocked.  Many of the southern cadets were from a class you could only describe as American aristocracy used 
to getting what they wanted when they wanted it and with the bullying habit of wanting to start a fight with 
anyone who disagreed with them.  If dueling had not been outlawed earlier this century it would have hap-
pened I am sure at West Point.  Debates off academy grounds often came to blows. I remember writing to my 
family about these goings on.  But, I digress here. 
  
These two facts -  this being a true Civil War and started by the southern  states -  have been swept under the 
rug it seems - especially by the press.  Having many friends in the military all over this country  and on the 
frontier that I kept up a correspondence with while I was at home in Bath NY recovering from a broken leg as a 
result of a wound I received in the Navajo War I must add I heard first hand about these acts of war.  One of 
these friends was a Lieut. Meade who was stationed in Ft. Sumter and kept me informed of a South Carolina 
military build up he was witnessing.   
  
I do not expect you to understand the rules of war however I must say that to end Civil War a government often 
must temporarily take away rights in order to restore order. I am confident Constitutional rights will be re-
stored once the Federal army is victorious.  Remember I took an oath as an officer to defend the Constitution 
as did all my fellow officers and every man in the many volunteer units that make up the Federal army and we 
will not allow the Constitution to be permanently "violated" as you complained in your response.  If you have 
ever ridden down roads and been bushwacked by local guerilla units of the enemy who happen to be fellow 
Americans you would understand why local farms etc. must be searched without a warrant and why the mili-
tary must have a free hand to do so.  I do not allow my troops to burn out or otherwise molest innocent civil-
ians unless there is due cause and I would consider due cause as being shot at first or chasing bushwackers 
right to their home. This kind of incident is quite common in West Virginia and parts of Virginia.   And, by the 
way, West Virginia is that part of the Old Dominion that chose to stay loyal to the Union and my West Virginia 
cavalry regards itself some what as freedom fighters having been taxed and all monies gone east to the coun-
ties of rich planters. The Confederacy calling West Virginia illigal is about like the pot calling the kettle black. 
  
As to the freedom of the press, that freedom must be curtailed if they are giving information on troop move-
ments, maps of fortifications etc. in general articles I have seen myself for this can be considered aiding and 
abetting the enemy.  General Lee, for whom I have great respect as he was the superintendent at West Point 
during my years there, has  stated to the closely guarded Confederate press that his best information comes 
from the Northern Press. 
  
In closing, I do want to mention I wish to see an end to this conflict but fear we will not very soon because of 
the sheer  prideful bull headedness of the South who refuse to see they have no chance against a Union with 
more of a population and industry providing new weapons.  Meanwhile I will do what I can to put an end to this 
rebellion. 
  
Your Obedient Servant. 
Brig. Gen. William W. Averell 
4th Separate Brigade 
Commanding 

DO NOT MISS NEW YORK WORLDS MISS ABIGAIL REYNOLDS REPLY IN NEXT MONTHS EDITION.  
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The meeting was called to order 
at 3:05 p.m. by Vice President 
Mark Tenant. It was held at the 
museum during the reenactment 
event held at Bulltown historical 
area. There were 13 members 
present. 
A motion was made to dispense 
with the reading of the minutes 
since they were published in the 
newsletter, it was seconded and 
passed among the members pres-
ent. 
No treasurer report was given at 
the meeting, however the ac-
count balance showed $1201.00 
which was published in the news-
letter. Tonya Daft brought up 
that some members were asking 
her if a more detailed treasurer 
report could be given which in-
cluded in & out expenditures. 
She stated that in some groups 
they give a monthly total then at 
the end of the year a yearly in 
and out and we should decide 
and let the Treasurer know what 
is wanted.  It was openly dis-
cussed and Mark Tenant stated 
that he would call Porter Stiles 
and have him give a more de-
tailed report on a monthly basis. 
Tonya Daft stated that any infor-
mation that each individual unit 
has, be passed along to her so 
they could be inserted in the 
monthly newsletter. This would 
include events the unit are at-
tending, and or activities the unit 
has planned. 
Unit meetings conducted. 
Trans-Allegheny Soldiers Aid 
Society:  Tonya also stated the 

WVRA OCTOBER SECRETARY NOTES                                     

submitted by WVRA Secretary John Foudray 

Dance, Spring Gala Ball would be 
held sometime in early April. And 
that we really could not discuss other 
events until we decide what the 
group plans to do but some discus-
sion was already provided and 
planned for Droop.  
1st WV Infantry: Mark Tenant re-
ported that there are a few that are 
planning to attend Cedar Creek reen-
actment. Kevin Skaggs would be go-
ing to Gettysburg in November for a 
march. 
The events the 1st WV plans on defi-
nitely attending next year would be 
Philippi and Droop mountain pro-
vided that the ballot passes in favor 
of hosting the event. Since Rowles-
burg is out next year the school of 
the soldier could possibly be held at 
Bulltown historical area maybe the 
first weekend in May. 
25th Va. Infantry: Bill Brisendine 
discussed the possibility of restruc-
turing their command structure to 
eliminate some officers since they 
don’t have the numbers to support 
their current command structure. 
They plan on attending the same 
events as they usually attend next 
year. Bill also stated the possibility 
of someday the WVRA having an 
event in Spencer. 
There were no additional unit re-
ports. 
Old Business: Tonya Daft brought 
up about members personal informa-
tion being made available in a di-
rectly strictly for member use and 
will not be published on the web site. 
Also that members and their families 
likeness and or photographs be pub-
lished in the newsletter, web site, and 

news media should have a consent 
form signed. Tonya made a motion 
that members and their families like-
ness and or photographs be used for 
newsletter, web site, and news me-
dia. Also personal information such 
as addresses, email, and phone num-
bers be used for a directory for 
WVRA members. And this state-
ment be included on WVRA mem-
bership application. It was seconded 
and passed among the members pre-
sent. It should be noted that any 
member or family member that 
don’t want their likeness, photo-
graphs and or personal information 
shared should contact the current 
newsletter editor Tonya Daft and 
the currant web master Tim Glaser.  
Elections 
1st Ballot Vote on the WVRA co-
sponsor and the host of the 150th 
Clarksburg Civil War reenactment 
on the weekend of May 13-15, 
2011. Before the vote was held 
Connie Poe from the committee for 
the 2011 Clarksburg Civil War reen-
actment talked about the events 
planned and included amenities. 
Such events planned would include 
Saturday Battle, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday, a Civil War Ball, and a 
powder ration given to troops. The 
WVRA would be the military host 
for the event. There were concerns 
brought up by several members pre-
sent about the area where the event 
to be held and the overall logistics 
of the event. The unit brought up 
they could not guarantee the num-
ber of troops that would show up 
for a first year event. There is no 
way of possibly guarantying the 
number of re-enactors and the unit 
wanted that made clear to Connie. 
The vote was conducted and        
absentee ballots were read. The vote 



know what you are interested in seeing in your newsletter.  Send me 
period recipes, stories about the good ole days, jokes, advertisements, 
old pictures of our group participation, history facts, reviews on reen-
actments, reviews on civil war books and movies, interesting Civil 
War web sties, ladies helpful hints. It takes everyone to make this 
newsletter great and I want to thank Jack Daft, Jim Barnes, Tim Gla-
ser, Diane and Mark Tennant, Abby Reynolds, Carol Rowe, Dora 
Grubb, Chuck Critchfield, Peter Baxter and John Foudray for all their 
help, letters, info and support.  Your Humble Servant Tonya :~) 
 

passed on the WVRA being the military host 
of the 2011 Clarksburg Civil War event. 
2nd Ballot Vote on the WVRA sponsoring 
the Droop Mountain Civil War Re-enactment 
event on the weekend of October 8 - 10, 
2010. The vote was conducted and absentee 
ballots were read. The vote passed on the 
WVRA being the sponsor of the 2010 Droop 
Mountain event. 
3rd Ballot Vote on bestowing and honorary 
membership to Phyllis and Peter Baxter. The 
vote was conducted and absentee ballots 
were read. The vote passed on bestowing the 
honorary membership. 
New Business: 
Tim Glasser brought up the Christmas dinner 
for next year in 2010. Possibly having a train 
dinner for the Christmas dinner. A priced has-
n’t been discusses at this point. 
Jim Barnes brought up about how good the 
newsletter looked. Tonya stated thanks but 
the cost of the newsletter and toner cartridges 
was outrageous. Tonya added a new source 
has been found to find the toner cartridges 
and a significantly lower rate. And we are 
working on putting the newsletter on the web 
site. The next scheduled meeting of the 
WVRA will be held December 5th at the 
Christmas Dinner to be held at Western Steer 
Steakhouse at 3:00 p.m. until ???. A motion 
was made to adjourn the meeting, it was sec-
onded and passed by all members present. 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:11 pm 
Hello everyone, please take the time to let us 

I DESERVE TO BE FIRED!  

I AM VERY SORRY THAT YOUR 

NEWSLETTER WAS LATE BUT I AM ALSO 

VERY HONORED AND AMAZED TO HAVE 

SUCH A WONDERFUL WVRA FAMILY 

THAT HAVE HELPED US IN MANY WAYS 

DURING THIS TOUGH TIME THANK 

YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

UNDERSTANDING AND FRIENDSHIP.  
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM 

THANKS A MILLION  
 From the Bottom of My Southern Heart 

We received many compliments on this event with inquiries on 
when would we do another ? The food was excellent, the serv-
ice superb, & hard work by many people. Jennifer Datson, 
Events Committee Chair, & her committee put much blood, 
swet, and tears to pull this off. Many of our members contrib-
uted their help by baking, flower arrangements, Some went be-
yond the call of duty, Ron Leek(The Cook) & Dustin his grand-
son, the Edwards, Gladys Miller, Jennifer... Others too - Gena, 
Fran, Sandy Vaughn, Pat and his Grandson, Diana George, 
Faith & Dick Bowyer, Zack our FSU student volunteer, Betty 
Andrews and Nancy Koon  
So many other organizations worked hard also to make this a 
success.  
The West Virginia State Re-enactors came in dress, had exhib-
its and interacted with "Belle Boyd" .  Art and Pam Dodd rep-
resented the Peirponts.  
The Fairmont Landmarks Commission loaned the Civil War 
Trail exhibit  
Gena Wagaman had a Woodlawn Cemetery Exhibit  
Fairmont State University Culinary School provided four future 
chefs to help prepare and clean-up  
CVB, Main Street and other sources promoted the event.  
The Central United Methodist Church who gave us the facility 
and promoted the event and their members who helped clean 
up.  
The West Virginia Humanities Council who provided Belle 
Boyd  
The Times West Virginian  
I know I have left people out and please forgive me. Everyone 
just did such a good job for a community success. 
Again Thank You  
Dora Grubb  
Marion County Historical Society 

WVRA FAMILY TIDBITS  
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"HOW I SPENT THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF WINTER"       
a Cedar Creek review By Chuck  Critchfield…….Fifth Wheel at Large  

To: Madame Newsletter Editor, a piece for your fine publication. 
What can I say about the annual Cedar Creek reenactment that probably hasn't been said before. Let's list some 
facts that are generally true from year to year.  
1. It's held on the genuine battlefield - can't beat that.  
2. It's a big event and I like an annual big event.  
3. As big events go, it's well organized.  
4. Plenty of firewood, port-a-pots  
5. Battle scenarios are acceptable.  
6. The organizers seem genuinely happy you're there.  
7. Being as it is late October, the temperatures will fall somewhere in the 30-90 degree range  
8. Moisture will fall from the sky  
9. The truck tires on I-81 will be easily heard at 3 am in the morning  
10. The Shenandoah Valley is beautiful  
11. Each year more and more urban sprawl threatens the Valley  
12. Lots of sutlers  
13. The money helps preserve a battlefield being eaten on one end by development and on the other end by 
limestone quarries…. 
     OK, that said, let's fill in a few blanks. The one big blank this year was the weather. Let's explain. On Fri-
day, the first casualty of the weather was my traveling companion Mark Tennant, who being smarter than I, 
opted out of the trip for a warm, dry bed over the weekend. Sans partner, I left Fairmont around noon. I-68 in 
Maryland between Friendsville and Cumberland has a climate all it's own. And this Friday was no exception. 
Ten degrees cooler with a northwesterly breeze and drizzle. However, the low ceiling and the occasionally fro-
zen participation really hit home around Finzel. Visibility about 100 feet. A bad omen. 
I reached Cedar Creek in record time thanks to the Paw Paw cutoff (no joke). The leaves were just turning in 
the Eastern Panhandle, but it was still mighty pretty. It was in the 40's. After setting up camp, we organized 
our company, platoon, er...squad. Many no shows shrunk the brigade from 11 companies to 6. Ours, the 6th, 
being the catch all company, we were a mighty 12 members strong. Ralph and Ross from the 15th Ohio/1st 
West Virginia, were joined by a half dozen from the 13th Mass. and a couple from the 79th New York. Three 
odds and ends soldiers from groups unknown assigned to us by brigade headquarters, gave us our company. 
Mike Kelly from the 79th commanded on Saturday. I was to command on Sunday morning and Rich from the 
13th Mass on Sunday afternoon.  
     The night was punctuated by the unthinkable. A tent in the third street over went up in flames. It's a scary 
feeling to see those flames leaping into the night sky seeking yet another victim. However, the USV require-
ment of a pail of water by the campfire, paid dividends, as water from several streets appeared to put the con-
flagration under control. Some bright light had stuck a candle in a bayonet, which unattended, fell out onto 
straw in the tent. Most tents also had straw on the outside between neighboring tents to prevent the drizzling 
rain from hitting the ground and running under the tent. Al though the straw was damp, the potential was there 
for a big fire.  
     Saturday, was morning parade followed by relaxation around the campfire. The guys from the 79th New 
York fed us 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts for the price of $5. You couldn't beat that with a stick. About 2 pm, it 
began. A steady drizzle and a steady breeze. Temperatures would drop into the 30's after dark. The battle on 
Saturday afternoon, as always, was a recreation of the first phase of the battle in which the Rebels swept the 
unsuspecting Northerners from the field and into the town. We ended up in the make shift cemetery above the 
Heater House. After dinner, Ralph, Ross and I walked the half mile or more to the sutlers. I would have to say, 
that I am not sure I have seen a more eerie sight. The sutler area was nearly deserted a few dozen reenactors  



  

This is more on a series of ideas for 
recruiting. Tonya Daft:  I would 
like for everyone to obtain the new 
WVRA pamphlets, Porter Stiles 
has some, I can make more copies 
of them, and I can email  you a 
copy if you would like, and 
disburse them around in your 
communities.  I have placed them 
at the Steakhouse in Weston, 
Marion County libraries, tourist 
areas and historical societies in 
Marion and Harrison and I urge 
everyone to do the same in their 
area.  You can also send them to 
schools for the history teachers and 

students.  I would also like for 
everyone that lives in another 
county or state other than Marion, 
Harrison, Taylor, Mon, and Lewis 
to send me their email addresses for 
their newspapers and reporters. I 
have sent in several articles to the 
contacts that I have and we have 
received several interested 
participants. Most of them from 
Mon and Marion Counties. We all 
say we are getting older and need 
others to take over.  Well in order 
for that to happen we have to 
recruit. We also need to make sure 
that we teach the new members  

when they do join. We need to 
continue with the drills, practices, 
and educational events. We cannot 
expect people to just show up and 
know what to do.  We also need to 
make sure their experience is a 
pleasant, fun filled, educational 
adventure. This means that we 
need to keep them in the loop... so 
to speak... and make sure they 
know what is going on at all times. 
When we joined we had people 
that took us under their wing and 
helped us learn things, that is what 
made it enjoyable and we were 
hooked……….thank you for that.   
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braved the miserable rainy, cold weather to do a little shopping. About a third of the sutlers were closed!!! 
Closed on a Saturday night!!! That’s like closing your saloon on Saturday night in Dodge City. Those open,  
presented a sad, dreary sight. Lit dimly by orangish lanterns, the caverns of canvas, populated by proprietors 
clad in parkas, snow suits and muck lucks, were a scene out of some movie. I expected to see Edgar Allen Poe 
lurking around the corner of some of these tents.  
     Back to camp. The rain having driven most under cover of canvas, I hopped in bed around 9 pm, to listen to 
the rain drops all night. It must have stopped later in the morning. But, to my relief the dawn tactical was can-
celed. Only a few hardy souls, disappointed that the pragmatic command structure had postponed the tactical 
due to the weather, got out in the dark and popped away at one another. One mountain howitzer and a bunch of 
Henry's could be heard.  
     By morning, the rain had stopped, the wind had picked up. After Brigade morning parade, I packed up and 
started carrying things to the car, about 1000 yards away. Good exercise. While strolling back from the car, I 
admired the west wall of the Valley, towering about 10 miles in the distance. The ground on the front ridge was 
white at the top. Sure enough, it must have been covered with snow.  
     The afternoon battle was a reenactment of the second phase of the battle in which we ran the Rebels right off 
the field and down the valley and out the door. The Rebels were much reduced in number, having lost quite a 
large portion of the army to weather. Surprisingly, our Brigade lost 10 out of 125 or so overnight.  
Finally, my only complaint, was the Federal parking lot. Having carried everything to the car in the morning, I 
was poised after the battle to sprint (sure, in my brogans??) to the car and make a quick exit. The lot, which 
emptied on to US 11, took along time to empty. I was 30 minutes getting out of the lot. Once on the road, I 
headed home.  
     Some questions that are always asked....I would guess about 1500-2000 reenactors took part. Our brigade 
lost upwards of 50% of registered strength before the event. I'm sure the winter weather had a lot to do with it. 
No major incidents other than the tent fire. A nice big event. Kevin was our wing commander!!! I will add that 
the pail of water by the campfire, is a requirement that we should enforce. It saved the day on Friday night. 
Only the Lord knows how many tents in that row would have burned to the ground quickly. To the reenactor 
who once told me "the pail of water was one too many requirements. We're all adults."  Think again. 

Hear Ye ! Hear Ye ! We Need More Recruits 
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      The weekend of October 10-11 saw the bi-annual reenactment of the battle of the 1863 Battle of Bulltown 
in Braxton County, WV sponsored by the Stonewall Jackson Reenactment Unit. Despite heavy rains on Fri-
day, There was a decent turnout of reenactors and a goodly number of spectators for the weekend. There was 
also a quality sutler in attendence this year-James River Mercantile-which enabled me to get my broken En-
field fixed. Something I had been needing for a couple of years and hadn’t gotten around to. 
      According to Wikipedia, the real Battle of Bulltown took place on October 13th, 1863, when ” William L. 
“Mudwall” Jackson, the cousin of “Stonewall” Jackson, led a raiding party of 800 men into central West Vir-
ginia to capture the strategic “fort” at Bulltown which overlooked an important crossing of the Little 
Kanawha River. The goal was to cut Federal communications between the Greenbrier and Kanawha Valleys. 
The Union garrison of roughly 400 men was commanded by Captain Wil-
liam Mattingly. The Union troops manned a “fort” of makeshift log barri-
cades and shallow trenches which can still be seen today.  Jackson ap-
proached Bulltown secretly. He divided his forces in an attempt to con-
verge on the Union position from two different directions. The Confeder-
ates advanced at 4:30am on October 13th. They quickly captured the Fed-
eral picketts and would have taken the garrison by surprise but one Con-
federate, whether due to excitement or nervousness, fired his gun and 
alerted the Union troops.  The Confederates advanced against the fort and 
a drawn out skirmish lasted until about 4:30pm, almost twelve hours after 
the battle began. Twice, Jackson sent a flag of truce with a surrender to 
demand to which Captain Mattingly replied “I will fight until Hell freezes over and then fight on the ice”. 
Jackson eventually retreated back towards the Greenbrier Valley. Casualties were very light considering the 
length of the battle. On the Union side there were no fatalities. Captain Mattingly was wounded in the thigh 
and there were some other slight wounds in the Federal camp. the Confederates lost 8 killed and a like number 
wounded.” 
      The Stonewall Jackson Reenactment Unit, which sponsors this 
event is always a good host and furnished us with a generous chili din-
ner on Saturday evening (no, that wasn’t the pickets firing all night 
long) and enough sausage biscuits on Sunday morning to feed a small 
third-world country. A good bunch of guys. There was a tactical on 
Saturday afternoon through the rugged wooded areas surrounding the 
Federal fort, which I arrived too late to participate in. By all accounts, 
this went well. Sunday’s reenactment of the Battle of Bulltown, com-
plete with pyrotechnics, went off pretty much as planned and was well 
received by the  spectators. Bulltown  a pleasant event, which is run by 
reenactors. The amenities are good and the participating troops get to fight on a real battlefield, and for the 
Federals, in the actual trenches. Additionally, October in Braxton County is a very scenic time of year, so par-
ticipants also get to enjoy the fall foliage.       The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers runs the park (as part of the 
Burnsville Dam and Lake complex) and does a nice job of maintaining the historic buildings and adjacent park. 
They also seem quite appreciative of the reenactors. Overall, this event is a pleasant, mainstream reenacting 
event. A nice way to spend the weekend. For more info check out http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bulltown or 
http://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/projects/lakes/bus/bulltown 

Bulltown Civil War Reenactment      
October, 2009 - by Jim Barnes 
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I want to thank everyone 
who attended the Marion 
County Historical Society’s 
Dinner Theater for such a 
wonderful time. Art and 
Pam Dodd as usual was 
amazing as “The Peirponts” 
and Pam also played some 
wonderful music for every-
one’s enjoyment. Abigail 
Reynolds was great as a 
news reporter and she 
wore my favorite dress that 
her sister Carol had made. 
Jack Daft and Mark Tennant 

joined in with Belle Boyd’s 
storytelling. I did up two 
displays for the WVRA 
along with applications 
and pamphlets for the 
group. Porter Stiles do-
nated the use of his 
“Bonnie Blue” flag which 
was a hit. And of  course 
Peter Baxter’s recruitment 
flyers worked out great. 
Carol Rowe, Diane Ten-
nant, Donnie Stewart,  

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an old-fashion down home from 
the HEART…... THANK YOU!!!!!! 

Lisa Johnson and the MC 
Historical Society mem-
bers also provided us with 
some wonderful memories 
of their friendship and 
presence. Lisa had on a 
wonderful “Godey” outfit 
that she had made and 
was the envy of many of 
the ladies present. It just 
goes to show we all can go 
out as a group and have a 
wonderful delightful even-
ing together and I thank 
you all for that. And 
Thanks Diane Tennant for 
taking the pictures for us. 
…..Tonya 
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