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DISPATCH

WVRA pamphlets are

Memories of the Past at Droop

available. Please help
recruit new members!

Calendar of Events
WVRA MEETING
Nov 6 at 4:00 in Beverly
Important meeting last for
the year. Reviewing events
for 2011 and 2012.
Also accepting nominations for officers.
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Unit officers
The Victorious Federal Army at Droop. Year unknown. A few faces we haven't
seen in a while. Photo submitted by Pam and Chuck Critchfield on the
West Virginia Reenactors Association profile on Facebook.

The By-Laws
of the WVRA
are on the
web site at
WVRA.ORG

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in the
Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
MUST be emailed by
Nov 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by Nov 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Individual Mem-

bership dues $15 per year
FAMILY dues are $25.
mail to : TREASURER
Porter Stiles
1258 Bell Run Road
Fairmont WV 26554
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Civil War Spectacle at Droop Mountain
Droop Mountain — Sabers rattled and cannons blared
atop Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park last weekend
as reenactment companies depicted the violence, carnage
and glory of the Civil War.
The West Virginia Reenactors Association sponsored the
event to commemorate the 147th anniversary of the Battle of Droop Mountain, during which a Union brigade
forced a Confederate brigade off the mountain and out of
Pocahontas County.
On Saturday - a beautiful, sunny day - hundreds of spectators lined the road near park headquarters and sat on
the hill overlooking a field, where hundreds of soldiers
fought to the death in November 1863.
A company of about 30 Union troops, with an artillery
piece, marched into the southern end of a field near the
By Geoff Hamill park museum and established a defensive line.
Shortly thereafter, two Confederate companies, totaling
Staff Writer
about 50 soldiers, with an artillery piece, emerged from
Oct 12, 2010
The Pocahontas the northern woodline, drawing the fire of the Union defenders. The rebels took casualties but continued their adTimes
vance. As one Confederate company fired, the other
would advance closer to the Yankee line.
With a 75-yard no-man's land in-between, both sides laid
down a barrage of bullets and cannon fire. Volley after volley were fired and gunpowder smoke became so thick
that soldiers on the far side of the field could scarcely be seen.
The desperate, outnumbered Federals attempted a foolhardy attack, only to be decimated by musket and cannon
fire.
The Confederates counterattacked, over the bodies of blue-clad soldiers, and chased survivors into the woodline, concluding Saturday's demonstration.
Sunday's larger reenactment was a scaled-down version of the 1863 battle fought at Droop Mountain. The
crowd was larger than the impressive turnout on Saturday and the weather equally beautiful.
The Confederates took to the field first and established a defensive line along the southern part of the field.
Union soldiers appeared in the forest to the north and both sides exchanged fire. An unseen cannon boomed,
taking a heavy toll on the rebel ranks.
Recreating the flank attack by the 28th Ohio Infantry and the 10th West Virginia Infantry, a group of Union soldiers moved through the woods to the west of the rebel position, where they emerged, to the surprise of the defenders. When the colonel raised his sword, the Federals advanced - with colors hoisted and streaming in the
wind.
The two Union forces reunited and attacked en masse across a field littered with bodies. Their position compromised, the Rebels retreated in disarray - just as they had done in 1863.
The Confederate and Union battalions marched into position in front of the spectators, where the crowd gave
generous applause to both units.
The weekend reenactments were not entirely military-related. Civilian reenactors in authentic clothing taught
about daily life in the 1860s and the civilian contribution to the war effort.
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Entire families participated in the Droop reenactment together. While husbands and sons drilled with their companies, wives in beautiful period dresses taught visitors about the hardships faced by women when their husbands, sons and fathers marched off to war.
Jill Cochran, a nursing professor from Dunbar, sat at a picnic table with four other wives in the Union camp All wearing period dress
The professor said wives often portray nurses during reenactments.
"One of the things the reenactors like to do is have what we've always called a time travel moment, where, suddenly, it's not 2010 - it's 1863 and you're about to be overrun by a bunch of soldiers in the middle of the battle
while you're desperately trying to take care of someone who's wounded," she said. "It's an amazing sort of a
feeling and that's a lot of why the reenactors do this - to have that time travel moment."
The WVU grad said women became more confident and independent as a result of the war.
"It's really interesting what was happening to women during this time period," she said. "You've got a Civil War
with fighting right outside your door. Your husband is off somewhere else and your father and brother and
you've got to take care of the farm or take care of the store or you've got to run the school. You've got to do
what was men's work, at that time. The beginnings of the Suffragist movement, which had started in the 1840s,
continued through the Civil War, because, suddenly, women were realizing, 'hey, we have to do this and we
can.” Cochran reminded the group that West Virginia and its battlefields soon would reach an historic milestone. "As a West Virginian, celebrating our heritage is something important to do, considering we're just about
to hit the 150th celebration of most of these battles," she said.
Gary Goetze and wife, Millie, strolled about the Union camp. With his tall figure, black suit and top hat, many
visitors thought he portrayed Abraham Lincoln. "I'm portraying Senator John Carlile, who was senator of Restored Virginia, and I enjoy doing this," he said. "In fact, I'm planning on doing this for some elementary school
classes. It's a fun, inexpensive hobby. This is about the sixth time this year and this is my first year.
"Being able to teach people and tell people about the history and the origin of the State of West Virginia, which
a lot of people do not know. Apparently, it is not taught in schools."
"We have learned that they don't even cover it in the West Virginia studies program," said Millie, who added
that the couple visits schools to teach state history.
"I enjoy the expression on children's faces," she said. "They look first and see the top hat and say, 'oh, are you
Abe Lincoln?' I'm a former teacher, so I love it."
Kevin Weimer, of Cass, participated in the reenactment as a private in G Company, 26th Virginia Infantry Battalion - the White Sulphur Rifles.
The Snowshoe employee participated in a real life adventure when he drove a snowmobile and helped rescue 17
stranded troops in a crashed Navy helicopter in the mountains north of Cass on February 17.
"I do it because it's a lot of fun and I have a real good time and meet a lot of great people," he said. "A friend of
mine, Jerry Kyle, was with the White Sulphur Rifles and he invited me in to participate and it just went from
there." Weimer said Droop Mountain was his first event of the year and that he didn't know any other active
reeanactors in Pocahontas County.
Kevin Skaggs, of Fayetteville, is the commander of the 1st West Virginia Infantry reenactment group, the host
unit for the weekend's activities. Skaggs, an electrical engineer, was the overall commander for the Droop reenactment. "We're based out of Buckhannon," he said. "We have members scattered throughout the state. We've
been in existence since 1988. We're probably the largest Union reenactment organization in the state.
"We are a family-oriented organization. Our families camp with us - not only at the West Virginia events, but
also at national events. We're members of the largest Union reenacting organization on the East Coast - the
U.S. Volunteers." The engineer proudly recounted the history of the actual 1st West Virginia Infantry.
"We were involved in the first land battle of the Civil War, the Battle of Phillipi," he said. "As a matter of fact,
all of the Union casualties were out of the 1st - all five of them.
"In 1861, they shipped off to Romney to help guard the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and Eastern Panhandle. In
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In 1862, the 1st West Virginia - excuse me - the 1st Virginia (Union), at that time, was involved in a battle and
was one of the few Union regiments that can ever say this - we beat Jackson. "Stonewall Jackson lost one battle. We were there - the First Battle of Kernstown - March 23, 1862. We beat him."
For more information on the 1st West Virginia Infantry reenactment group, email Mark Tennant at
mark6wv@cs.com or by mail at Route 6 Box 293, Fairmont, WV 26554. The West Virginia Reenactor Association operates a website at www.wvra.org. For More Check out great pictures at

http://www.pocahontastimes.com/news/story/civil-war-spectacle-at-droop-mountain/202348#

We ALL Wish A
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
TO OUR WVRA
FAMILY
For timely discussions about
CW events, clothing, firearms,
and yes, even personalities in
the hobby,
Go To
www.authenticcampaigner.com
Or www.cwreenactors.com

Chel Depp
Executive Director
Rich Mountain Battlefield
Foundation/Historic Beverly
Preservation
PO Box 227 Beverly, WV
26253
304-637-7424
www.richmountain.org
The link http://www.wvra.
org/page12.html will take
you straight to the equipment page and links to several Sutlers

WVRA OCTOBER SECRETARY NOTES

submitted by WVRA Secretary Jack Daft

10/09/10...Meeting called to order by WVRA President Bill “Beal”
Brisedine. Chuck Critchfield moved to dispense of the reading of the
minutes due to time and the fact that the minutes are in the newsletters.
Motion carried. Treasurer Porter Stiles gave the report that the WVRA
had $3200 in the account. We still needed to pay for food, powder, and
some other items for Droop. Plus we needed to add in the registration
for Droop so totals will be printed in the newsletters after the event.
OLD BUSINESS The absentee tallies by email and a vote of the
membership present at the meeting to hold and sponsor Rich Mountain
next year passed. Phyllis spoke about tentative events and
presentations for the Rich Mountain event. Tonya stated that those are
also listed in the newsletter and will be updated.
Web page discussed, domain name was lost. Motion made by Mark
Tennant to change the domain name to WVRAcivilwar.org. motion
seconded and passed as first choice. 2nd choice WVARA suggested by
Porter. If anyone has any other suggestions to please pass this info on
to Tonya or Donnie Stewart by Friday. Suggestions will be given to
Donnie and Lisa, if the first and second suggestions do not work then
Donnie has the power to “deal with it” choose a name to benefit the
group. Motion seconded by Connie Kraft…. motion carried.
Tonya announced that the PO Box is now taken care of. She went to
Buckhannon and had to fill out all new paperwork, and we were lucky
the same box was available, it had been closed since June. The PO
payment is due before Sept 1 every year. Keys were made and one will
be given to Mike Phillips and the other key, John Foudray volunteered
to help with, he can take mail to Tonya and Porter.
NEW BUSINESS Speaker invited (WVRA) to Corricks Ford in Parsons
for the 150th. Discussion ensued over the date. Tonya made a motion
that everyone set a date for a November meeting and decide on the
dates of events for 2011 and 2012. Motion seconded by Porter, Phyllis
offered the Heritage Center in Beverly as meeting place November 6 at
4pm. Motion carried. Phyllis also pointed out that it is also Event Night
at the Museum for Beverly if you want to attend Event Night it is $30

Remember to recruit!
WVRA Membership Dues
are to be paid in full before
the Beginning of March every
year

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, H-a-l-l-e-l-u-j-a-h!!!!!!!! :0 It is done!!!!!!
thank you Porter, Peter, Phyllis for all your help…..Tonya
e-File Postmark: 10/15/2010 12:01:07 AM Accepted Date:
10/15/2010 The IRS has accepted the e-Postcard described above.
Please save this receipt for your records. Thank you for filing.
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS
Hello Tonya, I have sent individual e-mails to the units listed on your web page, before I noticed the e-mail link
here. Below is basically a copy of what I sent to your units. My name is Scott Sizemore and I am writing to see
if your unit would be interested in participating in the 150th anniversery of the Battle of Carnifex Ferry, WV.
The superintendant is trying to make this event special and it was a no brainer to invite as many West Virginia
units as we could find since, as you know, this battle helped clear the way for statehood! I know its really early
but I also know that schedules fill up quickly, especially with the 150ths coming up. The event will be on September 10 - 11th, 2011 and will include the following. Saturday morning will be the battle of Kessler's Crosslanes (this will be on the actual battlefield located about a mile from Carnifex). Saturday afternoon will include
participation in the parade through Summersville, WV for those who want to attend. This is the s!
ame weekend as their annual festival and they are doing ALOT of advertisment for the event. Saturday evening
may include a tactical for those wanting to participate (this is tenative). Saturday night will include a concert by
The Lost Cannon Band (local but very good group). Sunday will be the battle of Carnifex Ferry, once again on
the actual battlefield. We have spent all summer restoring some of the battlefield to its 1861 appearance including reconstruction and extension of the confederate breastworks, removal of an underground water systern to
allow for Confederate artillery placements in the same locations as the '61 battle. The confederate camps will
now be behind the breastworks instead of beside the Patterson Farm house. On the Federal side we have gotten
permission from local land owners for the Federal units to encamp on the same grounds as the battle and the
federal artillery ridgeline is now where the federal artillery will actually be placed. I am a member of the 2nd VA
Company D and my unit will be participating, but will not be hosting, the park will be handeling that aspect.
Please let me know if this would be something that your units would like to do and I will put you in direct contact with the superintendant at Carnifex to work out the details. I truely believe that the inclusion of your units
will help show the division of our state before and during the civil war! Thank you for your time on this and I
truely look forward to hearing from you and seeing you at next years event.
Respectfully, Scott Sizemore 2nd VA Inf. Co. D
Hi, Tonya Hope everything is ok out your way. We have set our next Civil War event for Saturday, April 30, 2011. Your
presentations went over so well that we would like to extend the invitation for the WVRA to participate again. Are you
available? Please let me know, we’ll take as many presenters as want to come. We don’t have any actors scheduled yet,
but Becky is on top of it! Also, just a reminder, the next meeting at the Historical Society is Saturday, October 16 at 10:00
a.m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
There are 107 cemeteries in Marion County where Civil War soldiers are buried. We have physically located
and recorded GPS readings for maybe 20 so far. There are parts of the county that we have not even ventured to yet, and some obscure cemeteries we cannot even find. This is an ongoing Sunday afternoon project that we will do what we can this fall, to be continued in the spring. Then I will make a booklet with all the
data I have found. I have gone to the library and copied the instructions of how to get to all 107 of the cemeteries, but many of these instructions were written by the WPA people in the 1930's and are difficult or impossible to follow. Some have been updated, and I will write my own instructions sometimes. I have also
copied the birth and death dates for the CW vets from these records, which I will include. We would appreciate help from anyone who knows where some of the more remote cemeteries are. We have not even ventured into Lincoln and Mannington Districts yet, and need to return to the Bunners Ridge area as we didn't
take GPS readings when we were there setting markers. This is a big project and it is fun, but is time consuming.
Elizabeth & Jim Coleman
As of October 1 Tonya Daft agreed to help with the location of grave sites in Lincoln and Augusta District.
Farmington and Mannington Area. Project should start next spring if anyone else is willing to help or want to
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Not a request for a presentation -- just a quick note to let y'all know that the Pocahontas Times had a nice article about
Droop Mountain, published on the website on October 14. Check it out below….Thanks Jill Cochran
http://www.pocahontastimes.com/news/story/civil-war-spectacle-at-droop-mountain/202348

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hey Tonya, I just wanted to send you and Jack a quick thank you for all you did this weekend. I cannot thank you all
enough for the help and hospitality you offered me consistently, all weekend long. As a newbie, a lot of times I kinda felt
lost, but yall helped keep me straight, whether you realized it or not. You both are tremendous parts of the WVRA/
reenactment experience, and I look forward to many more years of service in the 25th VA (and occasionally the 1st WV,
lol), and in the WVRA. Thank you both again so much, you have no idea what it means to me. And tell Jack that I'm buying him a bottle of peroxide sometime! :) I'm just glad to be a part of a great organization such as the WVRA. My first
reenacting season will be completed this weekend in Cedar Creek, and thanks to you all, it has been a terrific and memorable year! Thank you so much, and see ya soon!! Thanks again, and may the Lord Jesus protect and guide you and
yours! :) James Gilbert

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hi, The Washington Post published an article about a recent donation of over 150 Civil War photos given to the
Library of Congress. We thought everyone would like to know about this! The link is
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/10/02/AR2010100200438.html
Pam and Art Dodd
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Now for something completely different than domains..... Some of you expressed a desire to have the dates of the 2011
reenactments..... To my knowledge, here is what we discussed.
PHILIPPI - First weekend in June is normally when it is held
Rich Mountain - July 8-10
Laurel Hill - July 15-17
BULL RUN - July 22-24
Corrick's Ford - TBD
Carnifex Ferry - TBD
Somebody at Droop talked to the Carnifex park ranger who said the park plans to put on a reenactment. There was no
mention of a host unit.
Somebody asked me about Clarksburg. As it stands now, the WVRA is not connected with the CLarksburg reenactment.

Chuck
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Folks--As we pull together our pieces for our new Civil War Exhibit in Beverly, We are looking for slightly
used and no longer needed reenacting gear and clothing that you would be willing to donate or sell cheaply
to RMBF/HBP for the exhibit. We are looking for 2 union soldiers, 2 male civilians and 1 "woman of means"
attire to dress our characters. If any of you have any of these items and wanna part with them, PLEASE call
me or Dave Vago at the Beverly Heritage Center as soon as possible to set up arrangements. thanks for all
you all do for the cause and I hope that some of you have time to clean out your closets and help us out!
please feel free to forward this to any of your fellow reenactors that we may not have on this listing! thanks!
…..Chelley Depp, RMBF Director

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Folks, Jo Ann and I have been communicating back and forth regarding events we might get behind to tell the
WV and VAs history story in a more dynamic way. We’ve talked about historical markers in Alexandria where the
Virginia’s Union government was seated until returning to Richmond . Jo Ann put me in touch with Mitch Bowman
who told me what it would take to get the markers in. Mitch also forwarded me to the organizers of Virginia’s events.
He said there has been one event at Harper’s Ferry that was jointly planned by both WV and VA so we can build from
there. Here is a terrific Virginia resource for you to regularly check in on. http://www.virginiacivilwar.org/
Hope this finds you well! Christa Pierpont
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~
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Hear Ye ! Hear Ye !
UPDATES ON EVENTS AT PRICKETT’S FORT
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Some Interesting places in WV
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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE WVRA ASSOCIATION

WVRA MEETING
NOVEMBER 6 @
400pm
At Beverly Heritage

REENACTING THE ERA
OF THE AMERICAN
CIVIL WAR

Museum. Important

www.wvra.org

2011 and 2012 events

meeting discussing
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WEST VIRGINIA REENACTORS ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 2133 BUCKHANNON, WV 26201

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect any official view of the
WVRA or its members.

Mannington , WV 26582
479 Plum Run Road
c/o Tonya Daft , Editor
The Trans-Allegheny Dispatch

