The Official Newsletter of The WVRA


DISPATCH

WVRA pamphlets and
recruiting posters are

25th Virginia Infantry Takes the
Union trenches on Lowndes Hill

available. Please help
recruit new members!
Calendar of Events

October 9-11 Bulltown
******
WVRA
Meeting
OCT 10
Bulltown
*****
DECEMBER 5 3:00-?

Civil War
Meeting & Dinner
Western Steer
Steakhouse Weston. Pay
for your own dinner.
Bring White Elephant
type of gift.
Can
also bring: Christmas
Cards and gifts to members if you want. Gag
Gifts, Music, Photo Albums, Memories and
Friendship.
Period Clothing Please

Check Out Our
Web Site
at:

www.wvra.org
web master Tim Glaser

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Personnel individual information sent into the Newsletter Editor Tonya Daft f or the WVRA
membership directory will only be provided to the WVRA membership and will not be available
for the web site. Therefore only WVRA members will have your phone numbers and addresses
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in
the Trans-Allegheny Dispatch MUST be emailed by
October 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by OCT. 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Membership dues is
$15 per year, FAMILY dues
are $25. ( both includes Dispatch Subscription)
DISPATCH only $10 per
year, mail to : TREASURER

Porter Stiles
1258 Bell Run Road
Fairmont WV 26554
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Clarksburg Prepared For Invasion

Submitted by Dafts, Tag Ireland, and Bill Snyder
Members of the WVRA visited the historical sites
around Clarksburg following the September meeting. The new historical signs were very nice, educational and provided a great insight into the Civil
War History surrounding the Clarksburg area.
Members also walked around the Union trenches
on Lowndes Hill. As the Confederate members invaded the trenches the lone “Billy Yank” observed with great interest. Members also found
some large rocks embedded in the trenches with
old carvings on them. The words could not be
made out. Upon more searching along the hillside
of the trenches the group found more writing on
rocks but these were believed to be recent since
they said “buzzed” although they could have been
part of a sentence “bullets buzzed past me” or “I
am waiting for those rebel buzzards”, but the
members did not believe that was the case. After
the historical site seeing both the Yankees and

Rebels bid their ‘thanks’ and ‘good byes’ and
climbed into their carriages for their separate
journeys home, one could hear ‘Billy Yank’ reply,
“What a Grand and Glorious Event”.
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If anyone has an email address to
submit news articles in their local or
community newspaper, TV or radio
about the WVRA, please email Tonya
Daft at rebeld4h@yahoo.com or call at
(304) 825-6103. We already have Marion
Harrison, Mon, and Lewis County news
contacts. Need other counties.
Hear Ye ! Hear Ye !
Ideas for the Betterment of
the WVRA
MONTHLY MEETINGS...Since
everyone is all spread out;
maybe meetings can have a
schedule of importance (since
they kinda do now example ~
elections, event schedule, etc.)
and they can be ranked like the
events (ie. on the schedule,
sponsored, sanctioned, etc.)
The monthly meetings can go
on as a type of general maintenance till the more pressing issues needed everyone’s presence for discussion, action, and
results. In an ideal situation,
everyone has the time and
money to get to every meeting,
which runs like clockwork, and
every motion to adjourn was
seconded with a sence of peace,
joy and happiness that could
only be equaled by the Feast
that is to follow. (What the h…)
Anyhow!!!! That’s just my
thoughts to generate your
thoughts, to do that Voodoo...
that you doo...soo well. Oops.
Happened again. Well. I’ve had
to use the dictionary twice this
morning just to get this far so

merchandise
The link http://www.wvra.
org/page12.html will take
you straight to the equipment page and links to
several Sutlers to buy your
stuff from. Come join us at
our next event. ...T. Glaser

The By-Laws of the
WVRA are on the web
site at WVRA.ORG
For timely discussions about
CW events, clothing, firearms,
and yes, even personalities in
the hobby,
Go To
www.authenticcampaigner.com
Or www.cwreenactors.com
School Presentations
November 2 at West Milford
School at 1:00. Contact Bill
Snyder or Tonya Daft if you
want to help out
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Did You Know?…..
….Women could not say they
were pregnant. They would
say a baby would arrive
soon.
….The diaphragm was
invented before the Civil
war.
….Wagons were made in
Newton, Virginia in 1758
near the Shenandoah Valley.
….Major William Walls was
a surgeon in the Stonewall
Brigade.
….Victoria Hansford was
director of CSA activities in
which she packaged articles
and letters to be sent to the
soldiers in camp and
northern prisons.
….Fruit was dried and kept
in layers of sugar for the
sweet tooth fancier.
….A horse and buggy sold
for $500
….Diamond buttons were
used over black velvet for
ball gowns.
….Women molded bullets to
be sent to the soldiers.
…Women would make flags
for companies and present
them to the companies.
….Spies dressed in gray
were called Jesse Scouts.
….3 cent George Washington
stamps were used during the
Civil War.
….Pocket aprons were
invented in 1809
….sewing machine was
invented in 1850.
**********

Information from The Blue and the
Gray, Old Farmers Almanac,
Heroines of Dixie, Nursing Journal
and Women of the South in War
Times.
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Due to lack of participation
in getting info to the news
editor the WVRA directory
will be printed and posted in
the Oct newsletter. We need
your name, address, phone
numbers, email, unit and
any other info you would
like to add turned into the
newsletter editor by Oct 15.
So far we have received this
information and permission
to put it in the directory
from, Jack and Tonya Daft,,
Tag Ireland, Tim and JoAnn
Glaser, Mark and Diane
Tennant, Neil Randolph, Bill
Bresendine, Chuck
Critchfield, Dave and Pam
Lewis, Roy and Betty
Shreve, Bob Shreve, Sam
Priester, William and Linda
Donegan, Ross and Carrie
Wetherall, Jim Barnes,
Matthew and Stacy Borror,
Kevin Mullenax, Porter Stiles,
Carol and Greg Watterson.,
Chris Carroll . If your name
is not listed please contact
Tonya Daft or it will not be
in the directory.
LAST CHANCE

OCT 2009

Period Recipes !
Bay Sauce
Get young walnut leaves
while tender. Make a mixture of the following ingredients: one quart salt, one
handful horseradish, onehalf dozen onions
chopped, two teaspoonful
all spice, one tablespoonful of black ground pepper. Put in a layer of the
leaves, and then one of
the mixture, and so on until the jar is nearly filled.
Cover with good cold cider
vinegar. Put in the sun for
a fortnight, then bottle. It
will not be good for use
until it is six months old.
This is excellent sauce for
fish. It will improve it to
add a tablespoonful of
ground ginger.
~~~ Mrs. E. C. G
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Arrow-Root Pudding
Boil a quart of milk and
make it into a thick batter
with arrow-root. Add the
yolks of six eggs, half a
pound of sugar, onequarter of a pound of butter, half a nutmeg, and a
little grated lemon peel.
Bake it nicely in a pastry.
When done, stick slips of
citron all over the top, and
pour over it the whites of
the six eggs, beaten stiff,
sweetened with three or
four tablespoonfuls of
sugar, and flavored to
taste. ~~~ Mrs. S. T.
Peach Pie

Pare and stew a quart of peaches
with a pint of sugar, stirring often; when boiled to look nearly
as thick as marmalade, take from
the fire and when nearly cool,
add one tablespoonful fresh butter. Pour into deep pie plates
lined with paste. Spread and pile
up the fruit, cover with flour and
then cover with a top crust, and
bake. ~~~ Mrs. S. T.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gooseberry Pie
Put one pound sugar to one of
fruit, adding just enough water
to prevent it from burning. Cook
till it begins to jelly. Then spread
over shapes of rich puff paste,
already baked ~~ MRS. M. C. C.

Please pay your dues. It
is extremely important to
pay your dues on time.
They are what keeps the
WVRA established and
the Dispatch running. So
please pay your dues .
And remember to recruit.

OCT 2009

W V R A T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y D I S PAT C H

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

W V R A T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y D I S PAT C H

WVRA SEPTEMBER SECRETARY NOTES
Submitted by substitute secretary Tonya Daft

The September 5 meeting of the
WVRA was held at the Weston
Western Steer Steakhouse at
3:00. Minutes were in the newsletter, no corrections, approved.
The meeting opened with guest
Connie Poe of the Harrison
County Historical Society and
organizational advisor for the
150th Civil War event in
Clarksburg at the Veterans Park.
Connie explained what they
needed and that they would like
for the WVRA to be the host reenactment group for the event.
The 150th Event administration
will fund what is needed, gunpowder, water, showers, firewood, a pig roast dinner Saturday, and a lunch voucher for Saturday. They are working on
other vouchers.
WVRA member Tag Ireland
asked about funding. Funding
came from historical grants, and
City Council. Connie explained
they will have a Meet The Generals Event, and so far they have
first impressions General Stonewall Jackson, General Robert E
Lee and General Grant. The
event coordinators would like us
to provide period wedding,
(WVRA member Carol Rowe
already volunteered as Reverend), Civil War Ball, Young Ladies Cotillion, Ladies Tea, Battle,
and school bus tours on Friday.
WVRA member Jack Daft asked
if she Connie had contacted or
cleared it with the VA and Nursing Home, about the

gunfire, cannons and fireworks.
Connie stated that she had but it was
still a concern for her. Connie asked
if Jack could find out who was in
charge and what she could do to
make sure the Veterans are ok during the event. Jack stated that he
would check into it. Connie answered more questions from membership and stated she needed to
have an answer ASAP (see enclosed
ballot) due to grants and organizing
tasks. Connie passed out a poster
and info about the event and stated
that this would provide free publicity
and advertisement for our group
with billboards, tourism pamphlets
and magazines, TV and newspaper.
WVRA member Bill Snyder made a
motion to have a full ballot to sponsor or not sponsor the event in 2011.
Abby seconded. Tonya stated that
she would contact the rest of the executive board for approval of ballot
in the Oct newsletter and then other
voting can take place at the meeting
Oct 10 at Bulltown. Connie needed
the results by Oct 14 2009. And she
would try to make it to the Bulltown
meeting. Tonya also stated that since
we had problems with other ballots
and information being sent to the
main box that maybe the ballots
should be mailed to the acting secretary. Since the by-laws state that the
secretary handles the ballots and
turns in the results to the newsletter
editor for posting in the newsletter
for the membership. Bill Snyder
made a motion to return all ballots
for the remainder of the organizational year to acting secretary and
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newsletter editor Tonya Daft to be
counted and reported in the newsletter and then turned over to the
secretary. Abby seconded. Everyone agreed.
Membership talked about historical
Civil War Trails and Sites and Historical areas in Clarksburg and the
new historical information signs that
were put up throughout Clarksburg.
Tag asked Connie Poe if their was a
way to get pictures of what those
sites looked like during the Civil
War. Connie stated that she believed the Harrison County Historical Society had some and she would
check into it. Discussion was once
again provided about future officers.
Dr. Abigail Reynolds volunteered to
be President because she could be at
the meetings and reenactments, if
Bill Snyder would be Vice President
with all his wisdom to provide for
and work with Abby towards the
betterment of the WVRA group.
The group discussed recruitment.
Tonya Daft passed out info on the
Marion County Historical Society
Dinner Theater with Belle Boyd.
Dora Grubb and members of the
MCHS asked that we attend in period dress and set up a recruiting table for our group. The dinner is
$12.50 per person and the entertainment is Belle Boyd. Tonya will take
care of the recruiting table. Mark
and Diane Tennant will be greeters.
So far Art and Pam Dodd, Abby
Reynolds, Carol Rowe, and Jack
and Tonya Daft have committed to
the event. But everyone in our
group is invited to attend. Tonya
stated that she had sent out various
news articles asking for a few good
men and women to join the WVRA.
She also passed out some wonderful
recruiting
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posters and recruiting letters that Peter Baxter generously did up to help out. She also
passed out more WVRA pamphlets from Porter Stiles. She also sent out information and
invited the gentlemen Mike Doughtery from
Fairmont to join the group that had made his
own cannon for his son‘s birthday,.
Bill Snyder had made sure various history
teachers in Harrison County received our information. Bill also asked for the availability
and dates of members that are interested and
willing to do school presentations. We need
people around November. Jack and Tonya
volunteered the first week of November for
West Milford. Bill will set up exact date and
check on Notre Dame also.
The group also had more discussion on the
Christmas Dinner, due to ballots not being
received, last months vote, and lack of funds
the Christmas dinner and meeting will be held
at Weston Western Steer Steakhouse, December 5 at 3:00. Pay for your own dinner
and please wear PERIOD CLOTHING. Abby
brought up having a White Elephant Exchange. Everyone asked to bring an item or
items that you do not want, wrapped. (Great
way to get rid of last years gifts that you did
not want). “Great Re-Gift Idea”. No need to
buy anything . Tonya said that we could also
do up gag gifts for individuals if we wanted
to. We can have games, scrapbooks, and
shared memories. We do need to know how
many are attending for those that want to do
up individual gifts or cards for members. Discussion on approval of voting online to make
it easier for membership participation. Next
meeting at Bulltown immediately following
the Skirmish Saturday at the White Homestead below the Museum. Possibly 3 or 4pm
Meeting Adjourned to tour Clarksburg historical sites. Abby made a motion to adjourned and Tag seconded.
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM
Hi Tonya….
I’m enjoying your newsletter for the WVRA. I’ve
noted that you have been using various period images in the newsletter and thought you might be
able to use some of the images on the enclosed disc.
Even though I’ve been in WV for five years now, I
continue to edit and put together the newsletter for
my old group back in Connecticut, the 27th CVI (of
which I remain a long-distance member). I’ve been
using these images for the 27th newsletter for many
years now.
The size of these images run the gamut-some are so
small that they don’t reproduce very well in print,
while others are absolutely huge and could be
printed out poster-size. You can scale them as you
need to make them fit. Most came from Harper’s
Weekly or Leslie’s, and I’ve Photo shopped almost
all of them to clean up and make them look better.
Feel free to use these as you wish for the newsletter. If you have any questions about any of the images (some are obviously not old), just give me a
call.

Welcome to the WVRA Family

Welcome to the WVRA Family
New to the WVRA Family is the
Harrison County Historical Society,
Bob Shreve and
Diane Griffin-Donley.
Welcome Back and Welcome Aboard
We did not have a winner this month for the
mystery man in the photo taken at

TREASURER REPORT
$1201

Rowlesburg in the August Newsletter.

Did

anyone find out who he was?

Let
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WVRA FAMILY TIDBITS
Our heart felt love and sympathy goes out to the Shreve
family for the loss of Wayne Shreve, Roy and Bobs Father. A
large group of us meet at Bob Evans in Fairmont before the
funeral. And as much as we all enjoyed the reunion I wish it
could have been under better circumstances.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~It is a true blessing that Judy Connell is doing much better.
She always brings sunshine where ever she is at.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~
OOOPPPs Silly me. I am very sorry in the last newsletter for
misspelling Jim Allman’s name, I knew better. And I was
also dreaming about Waldorf Salad and called the
Waldamore the Waldorf. Sorry folks sometimes my brain
does not work. I did get my homemade Waldorf Salad
though.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~
Congratulations Bill and Dreama Snyder on your Wedding
anniversary September 23. Tasha Daft Carpenter also
celebrated her birthday September 23. And Ronna
Studenwalt and Tonya Daft celebrated their birthday
September 28.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~
Thank God for miracles and blessings Carol Watterson is
doing MUCH better and in her words “Praise God, Sing

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an
old-fashion down-home from the
HEART…... THANK YOU!!!!!!
A very LARGE thank you goes out to Peter Baxter
and A.J. Hamler for all the info and graphics for
the newsletters. I Hurrah to Peter for all his
digging in the archives to find information for me
and for making the fantastic posters and recruiting
letters. Kudos to Bill Snyder for all his work with
the schools. And thank you from the bottom of my
southern heart Bill Snyder, Tag Ireland, Peter
Baxter Carol Watterson, Abigail Reynolds, A. J
Hamler, Dora Grubb, and Porter Stiles for all your
photos, information, articles and graphics for the
newsletter. And Hats-off to Tim Glaser for keeping
the web site updated. A LARGE HURRAH to
Carol Rowe and Abigail Reynolds for their
donation of hats, ladies dresses and men’s jackets
to help new members get started. Take a Bow
everyone and a pat on the back for a job well done.
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JAC K S O N FA M I LY C E M E T E RY

Some of the stones were broken and laying flat on the ground. A lot of history
here. Maybe a good project for our
group to look into. There is grants
available to repair and
replace this kind of
history. Does our
group have an interest
in doing this? The
ground of the cemetery looks nice. It
was well kept but the
monuments were in
need of repair. Some
were even piled into a
mound. Had both Union and Confederate soldiers, Revolutionary, and also Dolly
Madison was buried here.
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WSLE T T E R T IT LE
W V R A T R A N S N-EA
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MAKE YOUR OPINION CO UNT ! …... VOTE TODAY
BELOW AR E ( 3 ) ABSEN T EE BALLOTS F OR F U LL BALLOT PR OC EDU R E. F O R THOSE
THAT C AN N OT ATTEN D THE OC T 1 0 WV R A M EE TIN G AT BU LLTOWN .
PLEASE M AR K YOU R BAL LOTS AN D M AIL TO:
TON YA DAF T 4 7 9 PLU M R U N R OAD M AN N IN G TON WV 2 6 5 8 2
BY OCT 5.

In Accordance with the WVRA by-laws. A full ballot must be presented in order to decide whether or
not to sponsor an event. Check the appropriate Box and return ballot to above address.
It has been proposed that the WVRA co-sponsor and host the 150th Clarksburg Civil War Reenactment/Event (Harrison County) on the weekend of May 13-15, 2011.

YES: Sponsor the Reenactment
ment

NO: Don’t sponsor the Reenact-

In Accordance with the WVRA by-laws. A full ballot must be presented in order to decide whether or
not to sponsor an event Check the appropriate Box and return ballot to above address.
It has been proposed that the WVRA sponsor the Droop Mountain Civil War Re-enactment Event on
the weekend of 8-10 October 2010

YES: Sponsor the Reenactment
ment

NO: Don’t sponsor the Reenact-

In Accordance with the WVRA by-laws. A full ballot must be presented in order to decide whether or
not to bestow honorary membership to Phyllis and Peter Baxter for all their dedication, support and
volunteerism for the betterment of the WVRA since the beginning of time. Honorary members have
all the rights of any other member but will not need to pay dues.

YES: name them honorary members
time

NO: not at this

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE WVRA ASSOCIATION

WVRA MEETING
OCTOBER 10
BULLTOWN

REENACTING THE ERA
OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

Around 3 or 4:00 immediately
following the skirmish. At the
White homestead below the

www.wvra.org

museum.

OCTOBER 2009 ISSUE
WEST VIRGINIA
REENACTORS ASSOCIATION
PO BOX
2133 BUCKHANNON, WV 26201
The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect any official view of the WVRA or its members.

Mannington , WV 26582
479 Plum Run Road
c/o Tonya Daft , Editor
The Trans-Allegheny Dispatch

