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Upcoming Events 
PLEASE NOTE  that all of the events in 
2021-22 are dependent on the status of 
the pandemic.  Please ensure that the 

event is not cancelled before attending. 
A number of these events were 
submitted to me with a “to be 

announced” date.  As it is late in the 
year, all “to be announced” events have 

been deleted. 
Sponsored 

None at this time 

Sanctioned 
None at this time 

Other Events recommended 
by WVRA members 

 
Normandy: Battle for the French 
Countryside, November 23-24, Daniel Lady 
Farm in Gettysburg, Pa.  

2022 
Wild West event, April 23-24, Daniel Lady 
Farm in Gettysburg 
  
160th Battle of Shiloh, May 14-15, Daniel 
Lady Farm in Gettysburg 
  
June 24-26 Antique and Relic show 
  
159th Gettysburg, July 2-3, Daniel Lady Farm 
in Gettysburg. 
  
Wild West event, August 20-21, Daniel Lady 
Farm in Gettysburg 
  
160th Antietam / Sharpsburg, September 
17-18, Daniel Lady Farm in Gettysburg. 
  
World War II event (theme to be announced), 
Oct 29-30, Daniel Lady Farm in Gettysburg. 
 
 

Next Meeting  
January, 2022.  Exact date and time to be 
determined.  Will be held in Weston 
Steakhouse. 

Time for Election of 
Officers 

This is the time of year that we nominate and elect 
officers.   
 
But stop before you read any further.  Don’t think 
that the same members are willing to run for re-
election….yet again.  Some have filled these 
positions for multiple years and its time for 
somebody else to step in.  I hesitate to say this, but if 
we are to continue as an organization, we need 
others to step up.  Or we need to re-organize and 
change the by-laws.   
 
Nominations to date: 
President (NONE) 
Vice President – KEN CONNELL 
Secretary/Treasurer – NONE 
Newsletter – CHUCK CRITCHFIELD 
Webmaster – NONE 
Unit Rep (1st WV) – NONE 
Unit Rep (25th Va) – BILL BRISENDINE 
Unit Rep (Artillery) – DAVID JUDY 
UNIT REP (TASAS) - NONE 
 
Nominations can be sent to Jim Barnes or myself. 
 - Chuck Critchfield, editor.  

Membership Renewal 
It is time for members to renew their annual 
membership; new members to join or for former 
members to return to the fold. Dues are $15 per year 
per person and $25 per year for a family. If you wish 
to receive a paper copy of the newsletter there is an 
additional $15 fee. The Email version of the 
newsletter is included in the membership. Check 
payable to WVRA.  Dues can be sent to C. L. 
Critchfield, 608 Skyview Drive, Clarksburg, WV 
26301.   
 

Mailing 
This edition of the Trans-Allegheny Dispatch is 
being mailed to all members for whom I have a 
mailing address.  To those for whom I have no 
mailing address, it will be emailed.  Or those who 
said they prefer email, will receive it electronically. 
 
 
 



Trans-Allegheny Dispatch 
The newsletter of the West Virginia Reenactors Association 

2021- November - Edition XI 

-- IMPORTANT NEWS – 

MINUTES 
October Meeting 

WVRA Meeting 
October 23, 2021 

FOP Restaurant, Nutter Fort 
The WVRA met on this date at the FOP 
Restaurant in Nutter Fort, WV. Present were 
Jim and Linda Barnes, Dave and Sue Judy, 
Chuck Critchfield, Bill Brisendine, Jim Allman 
and Ken Connell. 
 
The proceedings of the meeting were a little 
disjointed due to the Restaurant putting us in 
the same room with a rather boisterous family 
group. However, we persevered. 
 
Jim Barnes called the meeting to order. The 
minutes of the last meeting were published in 
the last newsletter and there was no discussion 
of them. Bill made a motion to waive reading the 
minutes and accept them as written. Jim Allman 
seconded. The motion was approved. 
 
Jack Rush was unable to attend, so Chuck read 
the September treasurer’s report from the 
October newsletter and Linda took the minutes. 
There is about $2600.00 in the treasury. Money 
collected this year should offset the cost of our 
insurance. Dave made a motion to accept the 
treasurer’s report and Bill seconded. The 
motion was approved. 
 
Several reenacting events had occurred since 
the last meeting and reports on these were 
covered. The Barneses and Dave and Sue Judy 
discussed the Burlington event on October 2-3. 
Despite the Apple Festival being canceled, the 
Civil War living history continued in 
conjunction with the Fire Department’s flea 
market and car show. There was a skirmish and 
cannon demonstrations. And the spectators 
who came over to the camp were appreciative. 
More Federals are needed for next year. 
 

Jim B. reported on the Fort Ligonier F&I 
reenactment on October 9-10 as part of Fort 
Ligonier Days, which he and Linda attended. 
This was great fun and was very well attended 
by the public. 
 
Jim and Linda reported on the Cedar Creek 
reenactment which was held on the weekend of 
the 16th of October. WVRA members who 
attended in addition to them were Greg 
Watterson and Art and Pam Dodds. The Dodds 
portrayed the Pierponts while Jim and Greg fell 
in with the 7th Louisiana and Linda attended as 
a Southern lady. 
 
The main order of business discussed concerned 
the need for new officers. The current officers 
have been in place for some time. Jim has been 
President for four years and would like a break 
to concentrate on recruiting new members. Jack 
has been treasurer for a long time as well and 
will not seek another term. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we have a treasurer in order to 
continue as an organization. Ken is willing to 
stay on as VP and Chuck is willing to continue as 
newsletter editor. Unit representatives are 
needed. Efforts will be made to convey this 
information to the membership. 
 
Dave noted that we need to get some new blood 
into the organization. Chuck brought up the 
question of what we do if we need to disband. An 
examination of the bylaws revealed that there is 
a procedure in place for such a situation. 
 
Chuck will be mailing out the next newsletter 
along with the membership renewal forms as 
usual and will request nominations at that time. 
It was agreed to put off meeting in person until 
January, with the 8th as a possible date. That 
meeting will be held at the Steer Steakhouse in 
Weston. When the reservation is made, officers 
will be notified. 
 
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned and 
Dave seconded. The motion passed. 

- Submitted by Linda Barnes 
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Addendum to the minutes – Artillery Unit 
Representative David Judy requested by email, that 
the unit money be paid to the Artillery.  Normally, 
the unit monthly is authorized by vote of the WVRA 
early in the year.  However, under the circumstances 
necessitated by the pandemic, no meetings have 
been held.  Therefore President Barnes and 
Secretary Treasurer Jack Rush felt that the money 
should be paid as per past practice.  They will receive 
$100 

- The Editor 

Temporary Executive 
Committee  

Actions Still In Effect 
(October, 2020) 

The following two proposals were approved by the five 
voting members of the Executive Committee in an email 
vote the last week of October.  NOTE – at the 
September, 2021 meeting, a motion was made 
and accepted to continue these actions until the 
next election of officers. 

 
PROPOSAL #1  “In light of the current pandemic and its 
effects on the hobby, the Executive Committee postpones 
the election of new officers of the WVRA until such time 
that the Committee determines that it is prudent to hold 
the ‘annual meeting’ in accordance with procedures 
described in the by laws.” 
 
PROPOSAL #2 “The President shall have the authority to 
temporarily appoint, until the next duly conducted 
Association election, members to fill vacancies on the 
Executive Committee.” 
 
If any member has a concern or question about this 
action, please contact President Jim Barnes or myself.  
These actions were simply in response to how the 
pandemic is affecting group meetings at the moment.   
Executive committee members are listed near the end of 
every newsletter.  Members are encouraged to work 
through your Unit Representative.  If you currently do not 
have a Unit Rep., work through an officer.  Reminder to 
General Members, the WVRA President serves as your 
Unit Representative. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

October 1-31, 2021 
Beginning balance   $2,624.40 
   Credits 
 None                $0.00 
   Debits 

 None           $0.00 
Ending Balance   $2,624.40 
  
Submitted by Jack Rush, Treasurer, WVRA 

 
Liability Insurance 

I received an electronic copy of the certificate of 
liability insurance for the WVRA thanks to Treasurer 
Jack Rush’s hard work.  If you would like a copy, 
email a request to me (Chuck Critchfield).  Put 
WVRA in the title line if you can.  You must be a 
member of the WVRA. 

  

Upcoming Events 

From Roger House 
Chuck, 
  Sure thing and thanks. Our numbers are sure 
dwindling and Covid has not helped any.  Dry Creek, 
Droop Mountain, Barboursville, and Guyandotte are 
the four WV events that we are involved with and 
looking to get more WV support for.  
    We will also attend all three of the CW events at 
the Daniel Lady Farm. I am on the command staff 
and the artillery commander for those three events. 
A large number of our WV reenactors always attend 
the D.L.F. CW reenactments.  
  For those that are interested in reenacting other 
time periods, I would suggest they take a look at the 
Daniel Lady Farm list of events. The Farm hosts 
many other genres and is very reenactor friendly.    
  
Regards, 
Roger 
(Editor’s Note – the events Roger submitted are 
listed above) 

 
Civil War Roundtables 

 
The SJCWRT meets the second Tuesday of each 
month except December and the summer months.  
This months presentation will be at the FOP 
Restaurant in Nutter Fort (the FOP does NOT put 
another group in our room so the only thing we have 
to compete with is the radio background music).  Joe 
Geiger,Jr., will speak about Civil Warfare in Cabell 
and Wayne counties, West Virginia, 1856-1870. 
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The Mason-Dixon Civil War Roundtable is meeting 
again in Morgantown.  They meet at the United 
Methodist Church directly across from the library on 
Spruce Street.  Meetings are scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of every month.   Check their website for 
more information. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

Event Reviews 
Burlington Civil War 

Living History 
By Jim Barnes 

The Burlington Apple Festival, sponsored by the 
United Methodist Church Family Services, is a 
popular event in Mineral County, WV. There is 
always a lot going on, including a huge, community-
wide Flea Market. It is also the occasion for a Civil 
War living history put on by the WVRA’s own Dave 
and Sue Judy and their artillery battery. Linda and I 
went two years ago and had a very enjoyable time. 
 
Last year, however, like most events in our country, 
Covid canceled out the event. There were hopes that 
it would resume this year, but a spike in new Covid 
cases caused another cancellation. However, the 
Burlington Volunteer Fire Department stepped up 
and had its own Apple Harvest event which included 
crafts, a car show and the Civil War living history. 
 
Linda and I once again made the trek over the 
mountains and had a very pleasant and low-key 
afternoon. It was great to see that Dave was doing 
better in light of his recent health problems. A small 
camp was set up and in the afternoon, we had a nice 
skirmish. I was the only Federal, so a couple of the 
Confederates galvanized and we attacked the 
Confederate artillery. After a brisk firefight, the gun 
crew surrendered and we concluded the 
demonstration. 
 
This event makes for a nice weekend and has the 
potential to get bigger if we could get some more 
reenactors involved. Federals are especially needed. 
Thanks to Dave and Sue for their hospitality. 

Cedar Creek 
By Jim Barnes 

 
The weekend of October 16-17 saw the resumption of the 
reenactment of the Battle of Cedar Creek after a year off 

due to Covid. WVRA members Jim and Linda Barnes and 
Greg Waterson joined the 7th Louisiana Co B. for the 
event. An old friend from “Gods and Generals,” Tony 
Morgan, was our commander. 
 
Linda and I arrived midday on Friday and set up our 
tent as a home base for our belongings for the 
weekend, although we were actually spending the 
nights at the Ramada Inn in Strasburg just a couple 
of miles down the road. (We were literally ‘Ramada 
Rangers.’) The weather on Friday was pleasant and 
we had time later to make a foray into Winchester. 
Saturday was a different prospect. The sky was 
overcast from the beginning and threatened rain all 
morning. As we begin our morning drill, Greg 
arrived and after drill, got settled in with his dog 
tent. While Linda and I were checking out the 
sutlers, the wind started up and by the time we got 
back to camp, a steady rain was falling. This resulted 
in a two-hour delay in the afternoon battle. After the 
rain stopped, however, we had company. WVRA 
members, Art and Pam Dodds came by the camp to 
say hello. (While usually portraying Union Governor 
Francis Pierpont and his wife Julia, they may have 
convinced the Confederate sentries that they were 
Confederate Governor, John Letcher and his wife, 
Susan on this occasion.) Some other familiar faces 
who were present included Jason and Ronna 
Studenwalt. 
 
After a pleasant visit with our guests, we began 
getting ready for the Battle of Cedar Creek. The 
battle was conducted much as it usually is, although 
there were no Federals in camp to skedaddle at our 
approach. Otherwise it was the familiar format, 
somewhat enlivened by a stiff wind that repeated 
blew any hat with much of a brim off of its owner. 
Our sergeant-major ended up carrying mine for the 
last half of the battle. 
 
Sunday presented much nicer weather, cool but 
reasonably clear. The battle scenario was supposed 
to be part of the action at Fredericksburg, but it was 
never clear to me exactly what part, since it involved 
us pushing the outnumbered Federals up a hill until 
the battle ended. 
 
After the battle, we said our goodbyes, struck the 
tent, loaded up everything on our cart and headed 
for the car. Consequently, we were able to get back 
to the hotel rather quickly. 
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Overall, while there were noticeably fewer 
reenactors than in 2019, there were enough for a 
decent event. Likewise for the sutlers. The battles 
were adequate and while many of us seemed a little 
rusty, we quickly shook the rust off. If nothing else, 
it felt good to get out into the field after a long layoff 
(for me anyway.) We had a good time and I look 
forward to the next one. 
 
Much thanks to Tony Morgan and the other 
members of the 7th Louisiana who made us feel 
welcome. 
Cedar Creek 2021 - WVRA members Greg 
Waterson, Pam Dodds, Art Dodds, Linda 
Barnes and Jim Barnes 

 
 

Other Features 
BOOK REVIEW 

The Advisor, 
Kien Bing, South Vietnam 

1969-1970 
A Novel 

From Peter Taylor  
 
“A fairy tale begins with the phrase ‘once upon 
a time’….A war story begins with ‘there we 
were…’” 
 
This is an intriguing novel of a young 
lieutenant serving as an advisor in the 
Mekong Delta in 1969.  The fast-moving story 
is based on actual events experienced by the 
author.  In this case the protagonist is 

involved with advising South Vietnamese 
military and civilians trying to interdict the 
flow of North Vietnamese army and Viet Cong 
personnel and materials into the Delta.  And 
that part of this novel proved to be quite 
interesting.  The other part of story involves 
the lieutenant’s discovery of love in Saigon 
with a ‘doughnut dolly’ in the Red Cross.   
 
This book was quite surprising.  It was hard 
for me to put down, not only because of the 
fascinating story of the Viet Nam war, but also 
because I knew it was based closely on actual 
events experienced by the author Pete Taylor, 
of Clarksburg.  This is a straightforward telling 
of one man’s story of his experience in “Nam” 
without the commentary and judgement 
about the war’s conduct or the politics 
surrounding the war that permeates so many 
books about this conflict.  It is available only 
through Amazon at this time and just might 
be the first of a trilogy if this book is 
successful.    
 

   
I have known the author for over 20 years.  
He is a retired Lt. Col in the Military 
Intelligence Branch, who served three combat 
tours in Viet Nam.  I met him when he was 
serving as the head of the Junior ROTC 
program at Robert C. Byrd High School in 
Clarksburg.  He is currently working on a Civil 
War history of Clarksburg and is a regular 
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member of the Stonewall Jackson Civil War 
Roundtable.  Pete tells me that he wrote three 
novels during the pandemic lockdown.  So we 
might just see a couple more if this one is 
successful. 

- Chuck Critchfield 

 
“Classified Ads” 

For Sale 
(Editor’s note:  Jim Barnes sent this to me for 

Tyler Claypole.  I have reprinted word for word. I 
assume the numbers in the last paragraph are 
prices for the respective items. So if you need 

clarification, contact Mr. Claypole) 
UPDATE – Tyler will sell the whole lot for 

$500. (August 2021) 
one confederate officer complete jacket hat and 
pants and union naval uniform complete with 
pants And confederate artillery uniform with pants 
and hat And union cav officer uniform with pants 
and hat And confederate butternut gray uniform 
with pants and vest 
 
Pants are 32 waist. Jackets are large. 
 
The naval uniform is 150 Union cav officer 300 
Confederate officer 500 Confederate shell jacket is 
150 Butternut gray is 225 
Contact Tyler Claypole at 304-376-9043. 
 

From Bryan Cokeley 
With regret, I am resigned to getting out of the 
hobby.    
I just don’t seem to have the impetus to get to 
events with Hampton having left the state.  He 
was in Texas; he now lives in 
Richmond.  (Apparently, he took to heart those 
calls of “On to Richmond!”)  He turns 30 in 
May.  He was 10 when we went to our first School 
of the Soldier.  The passage of time.  Maybe we all 
added 5 years this past year. 
It seems wasteful for me to sit on all of this 
reenactment gear.  I will keep my musket.  I can 
make some young person a great deal on 
everything else – a whole kit to get started in 
the hobby.  If you know of someone 
interested, please let me know. 
Miss everyone! 
Best, 
Bryan (Cokeley formerly of the 1st West Virginia)  
 

”They Said It (or didn't)” 
Quotes, misquotes and fabrications attributed to the famous, nearly 

famous, not famous and infamous. 

"Don't believe 
everything you read on the Internet 
just because there's a photo with, a 
quote next to it." 
 -- Abraham Lincoln, February 31, 1866 
 
“There is blundering imbecility somewhere.” 

- Umberto Burnham, 76th New York, after 
Fredericksburg 

-  
“As the country grew the biggest contention was 
should slavery grow with it, and how should it grow 
with it.” 

- National Park Service Ranger Dan Vermilya 
at a Gettysburg National Military Park 
Annual Winter Lecture Series 

 
“A man can load and fire 16 loads in the same 
length of time it would take to load and fire one shot 
with a muzzle loader.  They have a metallic 
cartridge and do not need caps.  We have to pay 
for our own guns and they cost $41 each.” 

- Private Truman Powell, Co. A, 66th Illinois 
Infantry. 

 
“Studying history will sometimes disturb you. 
Studying history will sometimes upset you. 
Studying history will sometimes make you furious. 
If studying history always makes you proud, and 
happy, you probably aren’t studying history.” 

- Collin Humble (Facebook posting) 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

Other Sites 
American Battlefield Trust - www.battlefields.org 
Beverly Heritage Center - 
 www.beverlyheritagecenter.org 
Mason Dixon Civil War Roundtable - 
 www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org/ 
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Link to Clarksburg History Museum - 
     https://clarksburgmuseum.wixsite.com/history 
Battle of Gettysburg Podcast - 
Addressing Gettysburg podcast - 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation - 
 www.ShenandoahAtWar.org 

------------------------------------------------- 

Current WVRA Officers  
Jim Barnes - President 
Ken Connell - Vice President 
Jack Rush - Secretary/Treasurer 
Vacant - Unit Rep (TASAS) 
Vacant - Unit Rep (1st W. Va. Infantry) 
Bill Brisendine - Unit Rep (25th Va. Infantry) 
Dave Judy - Unit Rep (artillery) 
Webmaster - Peter Baxter  
Editor - Chuck Critchfield 
Note - Webmaster and Editor are non-voting members of 
the Executive Committee. 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

ATTENTION - Please do not send any correspondence to the PO 
Box in Buckhannon.   Membership information can be sent to 
me.  Remember you must be a member of record to qualify for 
membership benefits.  To be covered under the liability 
insurance policy purchased by the WVRA, you must be a 
member.  Karl Mulac is the administrator of the WVRA-TASAS 
page.   I continue to use the WVRA-TASAS page to post 
announcements as it has been the page getting the most use.  

As newsletter editor, I encourage submissions from members or 
readers, that are related to American history. I retain the right 
as editor to make a final decision on the content of this 
publication.  Abusive or political submissions will not be 
published.  

Editor's Corner 
The Editor's chance to speak 

 
THANK YOU –  Linda and Jim Barnes for contributions 
to this month’s Trans-Allegheny Dispatch.  Thank you 
to Peter Baxter for posting on the WVRA website.     
 
NOMINATIONS for WVRA officers are due this month.  
We have had the same slate of Association officers for 
a few years now.  I know Jack and Jim feel they have 
done their share and it’s time for somebody to step up 
and lead the organization.   
 

Now may be the time to discuss the future of the 
WVRA.  Do we continue as is, with the current officer 
structure and organization structure which has a 
Federal, Confederate, Artillery and civilian unit 
representative? But no representative for other time 
periods.  Do we reorganize into something different 
realizing that we are not in the field as often as we 
once were.  Do disband? 
 
In any event, to continue as an organization, we must 
have officers. 
 
FORMER MEMBER MARK POLING – We received word 
from former member John Brasuk that Mark passed 
away unexpectedly on Oct. 20, 2021.  Mark was 64, 
lived in Frederick, Md., and according to the obituary 
was currently a member of the 23rd Virginia.  I found a 
full obituary at fredericknewspost.com.  
 
In my few interactions with Mark, I found him to be 
outgoing and very friendly.  We are saddened to lose 
another member of the reenacting family. 
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"We tend to create stories that appeal to us.  Then 
we impose those stories on the past." 

- A Wallace Collection video produced on the 500th anniversary of the 
battle of Agincourt -found on You Tube 

”The lack of a sense of history is the damnation of 
the modern world." 

- Robert Penn Warren 


