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Halloween Cowboy History Show, Oct.
29-30, Daniel Lady Farm, Gettysburg, EVENTS

Next Meeting

None scheduled at this time.

Upcoming Events
PLEASE NOTE that all of the events in
2022 are dependent on the status of the
pandemic. Please ensure that the event is
not cancelled before attending.
Important note about the official calendar below.
After some discussion at a recent meeting, it is the
opinion of the group that liability insurance is more
likely to cover events sanctioned by the WVRA. It is
our opinion that to be sanctioned the event should
at the minimum be listed on this calendar.
Addendum, January 2022. I discussed this issue with
the insurance expert of the USV and he agrees that
this is a gray area. There is some question whether
the liability insurance would cover WVRA members
only at sanctioned WVRA events or all events. He
further agreed that publishing events in the
newsletter may help to make them “official.”
I would suggest contacting Roger House if you have
questions about the Daniel Lady Farm events.

(csacannon@aol.com)

Sponsored
None at this time
Sanctioned (per by laws)
None at this time

Other Events recommended
by WVRA members
2022
Droop Mountain, Oct. 7-9
https://battleofdrycreek.org

Cedar Creek, Strasburg, Va., Oct. 14-16
Fall Harvest Days at the Farm, Oct. 15 &
22, Daniel Lady Farm Gettysburg, EVENTS
(danielladyfarm.com)

World War II event (theme to be
announced), Oct 29-30, Daniel Lady Farm in
Gettysburg. EVENTS (danielladyfarm.com)

(danielladyfarm.com)

Remembrance Weekend Military Yard Sale
and Swap Meet, Nov. 18-19, Daniel Lady Farm,
Gettysburg, EVENTS (danielladyfarm.com)

Events recommended by friends of
WVRA
Civil War
Jeb Stuart Event - Ararant, Virginia, changed
to October 7-9.

NOMINATIONS
NEEDED
It soon will be time to elect
officers!!
It is time to nominate officers for 2023. If you
would like to volunteer to run for office or would
like to nominate a WVRA member to office,
please contact one of the current officers (see list
at end of newsletter).
To date, here are the nominations (only one to
date):
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster – Tim Glaser
Unit Reps
1st West Virginia
25th Virginia
TASAS
Artillery
If we are to continue as an organization, we will
need leadership. Please do not nominate a
member without their knowledge and approval.

Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
The newsletter of the West Virginia Reenactors Association
2022 – October - Edition CXLIV

Treasurer’s Report
September 1-30, 2022
Beginning balance
Credits
Membership
Debits
Ending Balance

$2,061.75
$
0.00
$
0.00
$2,061.75

Submitted by Tim Cox, Treasurer, WVRA

Insurance
Treasurer Tim Cox has received the certificate of
insurance. Both Tim and I have a copy of the
certificate. If you require a copy please send Tim or
me an email requesting a copy and we will email you
a PDF copy of said certificate.
- Chuck Critchfield

2022. It is described as “A family friendly event
demonstrating antique tractors ,trucks, cars,
engines, construction equipment . HUGE flea
market & craft areas in park like setting “. *
The event also offers space to reenacting groups to
set up living history displays and hopefully recruit
new members. WVRA members, William Burruss
and his wife Sandy and Jim and Linda Barnes joined
members of the US 28th Infantry Division Co. K
reenactors for their WWII encampment.
Bill and Sandy brought their 1942 Dodge command
car Jim and Linda set up a display of British WWII
equipment and memorabilia.

Upcoming Events
For the complete list, see above. The following is any additional
information submitted to the editor for the events listed above.

Two Droops
Yes, Virginia, there are two Droop Mountain events
this year.
The annual event is being held at the Park on
October 7-9 of this year. I assume that the same link
as last year https://battleofdrycreek.org can be used
to get information on this year’s event.
Jason and Ronna Studenwalt are involved with a
fund-raising event at Droop Mountain Battlefield
State Park on November 4-6. The event is entitled
Echols Last Stand and currently there is a Facebook
page dedicated to this event.
==========================

Event Reviews
Brownsville Steam
Show

By Jim Barnes
The annual August National Pike Steam, Horse and
Gas Show was held at the Association’s site near
Brownsville, PA on the weekend of August 13 and 14,

On the left are WVRA member Bill Burrus and his
wife Sandy. On the right are WVRA members
Linda and Jim Barnes. It's good to see Linda out
in the field again.

This is fun and very laid-back event that affords
many opportunities to interact with the public and
well as a lot for the reenactors to do when they are
not at their displays. In the past the event has hosted
Civil War groups as well as 18th century groups in
addition to WWII. Besides the above attractions,
there is an antique car show, live music and food
vendors. The Association has two events, one in the
spring and one in August. Not surprisingly, they
typically draw large enthusiastic crowds.

------------------
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Other Features
For Sale
From Bryan Cokeley
With regret, I am resigned to getting out of the hobby.
I just don’t seem to have the impetus to get to events with
Hampton having left the state. He was in Texas; he now lives
in Richmond. (Apparently, he took to heart those calls of “On
to Richmond!”) He turns 30 in May. He was 10 when we went
to our first School of the Soldier. The passage of time. Maybe
we all added 5 years this past year.
It seems wasteful for me to sit on all of this reenactment
gear. I will keep my musket. I can make some young person
a great deal on everything else – a whole kit to get started
in the hobby. If you know of someone interested, please
let me know.
Miss everyone! Best,
Bryan (Cokeley formerly of the 1st West Virginia)

New Civil War History of Harrison County
A Civil War History Of Harrison County, West
Virginia 1961-65; Harrison County, Virginia in the
Civil War 1856-65. By Pete Taylor

This new book focuses on the years just prior to and during the
war between the states. Despite the rich history of the region,
no book had ever been written solely focusing on this area for
that time period.
Therefore, I undertook the task of
researching and creating this account.
As a resident of
Harrison County, I had access to local historians and resources.
The book is available through Amazon for $28.00.
The
manuscript has been donated to the Harrison County Historical
Society and all proceeds go to support that organization.
July 2022

They Said It (or didn’t)
Quotes, misquotes and fabrications attributed to the famous, nearly
famous, not famous and infamous.

"Don't believe
everything you read on the Internet
just because there's a photo with, a
quote next to it."
-

Abraham Lincoln, February 30, 1866

“…I made the statement that Sibley tents furnished
quarters capacious enough for twelve men. That
statement is to be taken with some qualifications.
If those men were all lying down asleep, there did

not seem much of a crowd. But if one man of the
twelve happened to be on guard at night, and,
furthermore, was on what we used to know as the
Third Relief guard, which in my company was
posted at 12 midnight, and came off post at 2 a.m.,
when all were soundly sleeping, and, moreover, if
this man chanced to quarter in that part of the tent
opposite the entrance, and if, in seeking his blanket
and board in the darkness, it was his luck to step
on the stockinged foot of a recumbent form having
a large voice, a large temper, but a small but
forceable selection of English defiled, straightway
that selection was hurled a the head of the
offending even though well-meaning guard. “
- John D. Billings, Hard Tack and Coffee
--------------------------------------------------

Other Sites

American Battlefield Trust - www.battlefields.org
Beverly Heritage Center www.beverlyheritagecenter.org
Mason Dixon Civil War Roundtable www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org/
Link to Clarksburg History Museum https://clarksburgmuseum.wixsite.com/history
Battle of Gettysburg Podcast Addressing Gettysburg podcast Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation www.ShenandoahAtWar.org
-------------------------------------------------

2022 WVRA Officers
Andrew Valentine - President
Ken Connell - Vice President
Tim Cox – Treasurer
Jim Barnes - Secretary
Phyllis Baxter - Unit Rep (TASAS)
Chuck Critchfield - Unit Rep (1st W. Va. Infantry)
Bill Brisendine - Unit Rep (25th Va. Infantry)
Dave Judy - Unit Rep (artillery)
Webmaster - Peter Baxter
Editor - Chuck Critchfield
Note - Webmaster and Editor are non-voting
members of the Executive Committee.

Unit Field Officers
(Continue in effect until further notice. See
minutes of January, 2022 meeting)

---------------------------------------------
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ATTENTION - Please do not send any correspondence to the PO
Box in Buckhannon. Membership information can be sent to
me. Remember you must be a member of record to qualify for
membership benefits. To be covered under the liability
insurance policy purchased by the WVRA, you must be a
member. Karl Mulac is the administrator of the WVRA-TASAS
page.
I continue to use the WVRA-TASAS page to post
announcements as it has been the page getting the most use.
As newsletter editor, I encourage submissions from members or
readers, that are related to American history. I retain the right
as editor to make a final decision on the content of this
publication. Abusive or political submissions will not be
published.

Editor's Corner
The Editor's chance to speak
ANY MEMBER who wants to contribute to the TransAllegheny Dispatch is encouraged to do so. I get very
few items from members. Anyone who has an
opposite point of view to mine, I encourage them to
respond. I certainly have expressed some opinions
that others might want to rebut. My health, or should
I say, the uncertainty over my health has kept me out
of the field. So I am relying on those active at events
for event reviews.
THANK YOU – Tim Cox for the Treasurer’s Report.
Thank you to Jim Barnes for the event review. Thanks
to Peter Baxter for placing on the website.
IT IS TIME TO NOMINATE officers for the upcoming
year.
IT IS TIME TO SUBMIT SCHEDULES for 2023. I hear
complaints that event schedules are published too
late for some reenactors to plan their work schedules.
So if you have events for 2023, please send them to
the newsletter editor now.
THE LOCAL CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLES are off to a
great start this year. If you have any questions about
the Stonewall Jackson (Clarksburg) or Mason-Dixon
(Morgantown) roundtables, please contact me. We
have some wonderful presentations.
THE BATTLE OVER OUR HISTORY has been interesting
to observe in the last few years. This “battle” has been
inserted into the other ongoing culture wars.
I
watched a television show on a Christian channel a
few days ago as it tried to convince me the founding
fathers were evangelical Christians. The panelists
also hinted the modern interpretation of the doctrine
of “separation of church and state” is wrong. Most of
my reading on the subject comes from Ron Chernow’s
biography of Washington and Davild Holmes book,
The Faiths of the Founding Fathers. Holmes presents

evidence that most of the founding fathers fell into
three categories: Non-Christian Deism, Christian
Deism and orthodox Christianity. Deism arose from
the age of Enlightenment, and most founding fathers
were educated in principles developed during the
Enlightenment period.
I VISITED the Carnegie Free Library and Music Hall in
Carnegie, Pa. Andrew Carnegie funded over 2,500
libraries throughout the world but only five of those
were endowed by Carnegie, and this library in the town
named for him, was one of those libraries. Although I
was there to hear their monthly Civil War program, I
took advantage of the visit to see their Civil War Room.
On the second floor of the impressive building, the
Capt. Thomas Espy, Post 153 of the Grand Army of the
Republic, survives. The meeting room survives with
little change from its days as the place where Post
153 gathered. Also surviving are the artifacts and
displays from the GAR days. A very interesting place
to visit. Check the visiting hours before dropping by to
visit. By the way, it is only five minutes from I-79.
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"We tend to create stories that appeal to us.
Then we impose those stories on the past."

- A Wallace Collection video produced on the 500th anniversary of the
battle of Agincourt -found on You Tube

“History is dangerous. It goes after our myths
and our identities.”
- Brig. Gen. (ret) Ty Seidule after receiving death threats for writing
about history

“The lack of a sense of history is the
damnation of the modern world."
- Robert Penn Warren

All history is revisionist. By its very nature,
the moment it is committed to memory it has
been revised.
-

Paraphrased from several historians

