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Upcoming Events
PLEASE NOTE that all of the events in
2021 are dependent on the status of the
pandemic. Please ensure that the event
is not cancelled before attending. A
number of these events were submitted
to me with a “to be announced” date. So
some of those TBA events may have
already been held.

Sponsored
None at this time
Sanctioned
None at this time

Other Events recommended
by WVRA members
Antietam, Sept 18-19 – Daniel Lady Farm,
Gettysburg
Hardy Co. Heritage Weekend, September
25, Moorefield
Fort Ligonier Days" October 8,9 and 10th to
the calendar. This takes place in Ligonier, PA
and is a reenactment of the French attack on
Fort Ligonier in
1758. https://fortligonierdays.com/
Cedar Creek, Oct. 16-17 – Middletown, Va.
18th

Other
Century, TBA, Siege of Fort Randolph,

Point Pleasant,
WV. www.facebook.com/fortrandolph, Contact
Craig Hesson, 304-6757933, chesson1774@suddenlink.net, or Deb
Cassady, ftrandolph@yahoo.com, fortrandolph.wee
bly.com;

Early 20th Century -TBA, Brownsville,
PA. Brownsville Steam, Gas and Horse Association,
31st Annual Reunion,
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-PikeSteam-Gas-and-HorseAssociation/141862562548542
Civil War – TBA, Julia Pierpont Day, Marion
Co. Historical Society, Fairmont,
WV. https://www.facebook.com/marionhistorical/

Old West – TBA, Wild West Weekend. Old
Bedford Village, Bedford,
PA. http://www.oldbedfordvillage.com/events.php

Appalachian Heritage Days – September
9-10, Chief Logan State Park.
https://appalachianheritageday.weebly.com/

Sep. 25-26 Blountville,
Tn. http://www.historicsullivan.com
Oct. 2-3 Jeb Stuart Birthplace, Ararat,
Va. http://www.jebstuart.org
160th Anniversary of Ball’s Bluff, Oct. 910 – near Leesburg, Va.
Droop Mountain – tentatively scheduled for
Oct. 8-10. Website: 2021 Battle of Dry Creek |
Battle of Dry Creek

Marion Virginia, Nov 6-7, 2021

Next Meeting
Saturday, September 11, 2021 at the Weston
Steakhouse at exit 99 of 1-79. The meeting is
scheduled to start at 1 pm. AS OF THE
PUBLICATION OF THIS ISSUE OF THE
DISPATCH (SEPT. 1, 2021) THIS MEETING
WAS STILL SCHEDULED. KEEP AN EYE ON
YOUR EMAIL AND THE FACEBOOK PAGE IN
CASE THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DECIDES TO POSTPONE THIS MEETING.

-- IMPORTANT NEWS –

Temporary Executive
Committee
Actions In Effect
(October, 2020)

The following two proposals were approved by the five
voting members of the Executive Committee in an email
vote the last week of October.
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PROPOSAL #1 “In light of the current pandemic and its
effects on the hobby, the Executive Committee postpones
the election of new officers of the WVRA until such time
that the Committee determines that it is prudent to hold
the ‘annual meeting’ in accordance with procedures
described in the by laws.”
PROPOSAL #2 “The President shall have the authority to
temporarily appoint, until the next duly conducted
Association election, members to fill vacancies on the
Executive Committee.”
If any member has a concern or question about this
action, please contact President Jim Barnes or myself.
These actions were simply in response to how the
pandemic is affecting group meetings at the moment.
Executive committee members are listed near the end of
every newsletter. Members are encouraged to work
through your Unit Representative. If you currently do not
have a Unit Rep., work through an officer. Reminder to
General Members, the WVRA President serves as your
Unit Representative.

Treasurer’s Report
August 1-31, 2021
Beginning balance
Credits
None
Debits
None
Ending Balance

$2,544.40
$0.00
$0.00
$2,544.40

Submitted by Jack Rush, Treasurer, WVRA

Liability Insurance
I received an electronic copy of the certificate of
liability insurance for the WVRA thanks to Treasurer
Jack Rush’s hard work. If you would like a copy,
email a request to me (Chuck Critchfield). Put
WVRA in the title line if you can. You must be a
member of the WVRA.

Upcoming Events
Living History
Jason Studenwalt of the 31st Virginia has invited the
WVRA to a living history in Weston on October 2731. “It is for a Smithsonian deal going on in
Weston..” If I get any more details I will publish
them in the next newsletter or on the Facebook page.

Civil War Roundtables
The Stonewall Jackson Civil War Roundtable will
meet at 6:00 PM, September 14 in the Event Room
of the FOP at 1422 Buckhannon Pike in Nutter Fort.
The speaker Mike Rucker will present a program
entitled The Meanest and ‘Damnest’ Job, the title of
Rucker’s book about confederate Edmund
Winchester Rucker. Rucker was a Confederate who
served in the Western Theater, a portion of that
career with Nathan Bedford Forrest.
The SJCWRT meets the second Tuesday of each
month except December and the summer months.
------------------------------------------------------------

Event Reviews
Beverly Heritage – Rich
Mountain Memorial March

By Jim Barnes
On July 10, several present and former WVRA
members made the trek to Beverly, WV to take part
in a five-mile march from the top of Rich Mountain
to the town square in Beverly. Due to health reasons
many of the participants were unable to make the
entire distance, so Beverly Heritage thoughtfully
provided shuttles to transport those with fatigue and
sore feet for whatever distance they required. There
were also two rest stops along the way with water
and snacks for the tired troops.
Lee Miller, Jay Kelly, Mark Tennant, Keith
Kopshina, Hunter Lesser, Dirk Behana, Karl Mulac,
Rick Byrd and myself all marched into Beverly after
having made at least some part of the journey. We
were welcomed into the town by deliriously cheering
civilians including Art and Pam Dodds and my wife
Linda.
I was tasked with portraying General McClellan and
giving a congratulation speech to the victorious
Union troops. However, I had absentmindedly left
the text of the speech in my horseless carriage.
Fortunately, I was able to use the most up-to-theminute form of telegraph and notify Linda to meet
me with the speech on the edge of town. Naturally,
she came through and got the speech to me without
a hitch. Therefore, Little Mac was able to give the
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rousing speech (as if he had anything to do with the
victory!) to the troops and a cheering crowd.

defense, killing the son of a wealthy planter.
The mob fired another volley and retreated.

Besides the march, there were some living history
activities going on. There was a priest at the top of
the mountain and I believe Hunter was sharing
information about the battle with spectators and
participants in the fun run preceding the march.
Also, Rick Byrd had set up a camp in back of the
antique store across from the Visitor’s Center.

Dinning was jailed and charged with murder.
While he languished, several men returned to
his farm, evicted the family and burned his
home and outbuildings. Yet Dinning would
receive aid from a surprising number of
sympathetic whites. In the end, a white jury
found him not guilty of murder, but convicted
him of manslaughter. He was sentenced to
seven years of hard labor.

Overall, I had a pretty good time on the march,
shooting the breeze with old friends. I think that the
other guys, aside from the sore feet and weariness,
probably did as well. The only complaint would be
that there was nothing for the civilian reenactors to
do during wait for the troops. That could be
something to keep in mind for the next time such an
event is planned.
Thanks to the Beverly Heritage staff for putting on
the event. Thanks to Phyllis Baxter, who stepped
back and let others run this event, but still couldn’t
resist being helpful and supportive to the reenactors
as always. We appreciate the effort.

Other Features
The Nuance of History
By Hunter Lesser
Beatings, lynching and other racist violence
were all too common in the post-Civil War
South. On the night of January 21, 1897,
while 42-year-old former slave George
Dinning, his wife and seven children slept in
their cabin near Price’s Mill, Kentucky, an
armed mob of Ku Klux Klan members closed
in. The mob accused Dinning of some recent
thefts and ordered him to vacate the
property—a farm he had purchased 20 years
earlier from the family that had enslaved him.
When Dinning called out that he wasn’t guilty
and could prove it, the mob fired into the
cabin, wounding him.
Clad only in
underclothes, Dinning grabbed a shotgun and
fired a single round of birdshot in self-

Although lenient, the verdict sparked an
outcry.
Citizens across Kentucky praised
Dinning for defending his home and argued
that he would not have been charged had he
been white. In the end, Republican Governor
William Bradley issued a pardon.
Never
before had a black man been pardoned in the
South under such circumstances.
But George Dinning wasn’t finished. The
following year, he filed civil suits against the
men who had burned his Kentucky farm. This
was another milestone—the first time that a
black man in the South had dared to sue a
white mob for damages. Again, it sparked a
sensation.
Thanks to the diligence of a
prominent Louisville attorney, Dinning won,
and received a substantial sum of money. He
would live until 1930.
Dinning’s sympathetic attorney was Bennett
Henderson Young. The son of a slaveholder,
Young had fought in the Confederate army.
He was captured at Buffington Island during
John Hunt Morgan’s Raid in 1863, escaped
from a Yankee prison, and led an audacious
raid
on
St.
Albans,
Vermont—the
northernmost such action of the war. With
peace restored, Young devoted himself to
philanthropy. He worked tirelessly on behalf
of former slaves, represented them pro bono,
and founded an orphanage and a community
center for young blacks.
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BOOK REVIEW
Simon Girty
Turncoat Hero
By Philip W Hoffman

(Reviewed by Jim Barnes)

I remember hearing about ‘Dirty Girty’ when
I was in West Virginia History class in junior
high school. The lasting impression is one of
an unrepentant villain who turned on his
countrymen and joined the enemy during the
war for independence and took pleasure in
helping savages torture and kill innocent
people. In later years, I have suspected that
there was more to the story than that. Phillip
W. Hoffman’s book does a lot to dispel the
one-sided caricature and presents us with a
complex and interesting character who may
have acted against the interests of the
colonists, but may have had some reason for
doing so, at least from his standpoint.

Young was equally dedicated to celebrating
the “Lost Cause” of the Confederacy. He
wrote “Confederate Wizards of the Saddle,” a
classic that glorified his former comrades. He
served on the board of Confederate Veteran
magazine.
In 1913, he was elected
Commander-in-Chief
of
the
United
Confederate Veterans, and upon retirement,
was designated as “honorary commander-inchief” for life.
He led efforts to erect
monuments
to
fallen
Confederates
throughout the South, until his death in 1919.
Should history judge Bennett H. Young as a
noble man and good citizen? Is there room in
today’s world for such nuance?
For further reading: A Shot in the Moonlight:
How a Freed Slave and a Confederate Soldier
Fought for Justice in the Jim Crow South, by
Ben Montgomery (Little, Brown, 2021).

I am not a particular fan of revisionist
historians, by and large. Frequently they
seem to be just trying to sell books by
presenting controversial or outrageous
claims. I think this book is a bit different. It is
definitely pro-Girty, but seems to be wellresearched. Also, there is the fact that Girty
is regarded by a war hero by our neighbors to
the north as well as by many native
Americans.
The book covers most of Girty’s life, from his
childhood through his capture and adoption
by the Seneca and then his career as an
interpreter (speaking 9 to 11 different Native
American languages) and intermediary
between the Indians and the colonists and
their governments.
At any rate, this book (running a little over
400 pages) is very readable and a bit thoughtprovoking for anyone who is interested in late
18th century North American history.
The book is available at Barnes and Noble and
Amazon among others.
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Footnote: An interesting contrast would be Richard
Fleming’s monumental Wetzel, a fictionalized but
fact-based biography of a backwoodsman who was
definitely on the other side of the conflict on the
early frontier.

Worthy of a Higher Rank

The 1864 Shenandoah Valley
Campaign Journal of Colonel Joseph
Thoburn, Commander First Infantry
Division, Army of West Virginia
By Scott Patchan

I have long awaited the publishing of this
book by my former comrade from the 28 th
Massachusetts, Scott Patchan.
He and I
began discussing this project over 30 years
ago when I introduced to him a copy of
Thoburn’s 1864 journal which he used for his
book on the battle of Piedmont. And Scott did
not disappoint with the publication of the
journal, accompanying narrative of the
campaign and how Thoburn fit into it.

command
and
was
awaiting
the
commensurate rank (Major General) when he
was shot and killed at the battle of Cedar
Creek.
In addition to Thoburn’s journal, letters to and
from the Colonel are included and add a lot to
the book. Some very interesting pictures of
Thoburn’s personal items are shown along
with numerous individual pictures of Union
officers. This is a must read for members of
the 1st West Virginia and is available from 35 th
Star Publishing (www.35thstar.com)
- Chuck Critchfield

Rebels Occupy
Morgantown, Va. –
Pittsburg is in Danger – A
Portion of the B.&O.R.R.
Destroyed

A Harrisburg Dispatch of today states: Many
contradictory reports are circulating today
relative to the rebel raid. There is no doubt
the rebels have taken Morgantown and
occupy it with some four to eight thousand
troops, under Jenkins. Our troops are in
motion to intercept him, and artillery is being
sent from Harrisburg.
Another dispatch form Uniontown, Pa., states
the rebel flag is floating over Morgantown,
and men, women and children are flying in all
directions. Pittsburg is thought to be in some
danger.
The Baltimore & Ohio railroad between
Cumberland and Grafton is destroyed.
-

Volunteer offices who ascend to high
command within the Union armies have
always interested me – and Thoburn fits into
the category. He started as the surgeon of
the 90-day 1st Virginia (Loyal) Infantry and
was appointed Colonel of the 3-year 1 st
Virginia. By 1864 he had risen to division

Story re-published in the Mt. Vernon
Democratic Banner, May 2, 1863.

West Virginia As A State

The President, in his last requisition for
100,000 troops for the emergency brought on
by Lee’s aggressive movement, fixed the
quota of West Virginia at 10,000. We find in
the Wheeling Intelligencer, of a recent date,
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an article complaining of the extent of this
levy, in which occurs the following sentences:

“The first thing that will strike every one is
that the draft on West Virginia is largely
disproportionate to our resources. Less than
half the territory of West Virginia can be
reached by our authorities. Whenever we go
south of the line of the N. W. Virginia Railroad
we shall but few counties, if any, in which a
draft can be executed to do any good. So that
practically, if must fall on the population of
some dozen counties of the Northwest.”
No better confession than this could be asked
of the bogus character of the new state
movement in Virginia. – St. Louis Republican
- Re-published in the Mount Vernon
Democratic Banner June 27, 1863. The
Democratic Party was highly critical of the
creation of the state.

I just don’t seem to have the impetus to get to
events with Hampton having left the state. He
was
in
Texas;
he
now
lives
in
Richmond. (Apparently, he took to heart those
calls of “On to Richmond!”) He turns 30 in
May. He was 10 when we went to our first School
of the Soldier. The passage of time. Maybe we all
added 5 years this past year.
It seems wasteful for me to sit on all of this
reenactment gear. I will keep my musket. I can
make some young person a great deal on
everything else – a whole kit to get started in
the hobby.
If you know of someone
interested, please let me know.
Miss everyone!
Best,
Bryan (Cokeley formerly of the 1st West Virginia)

”They Said It (or didn't)”
Quotes, misquotes and fabrications attributed to the famous, nearly
famous, not famous and infamous.

##############

“Classified Ads”
For Sale
(Editor’s note: Jim Barnes sent this to me for
Tyler Claypole. I have reprinted word for word. I
assume the numbers in the last paragraph are
prices for the respective items. So if you need
clarification, contact Mr. Claypole)
UPDATE – Tyler will sell the whole lot for
$500. (August 2021)
one confederate officer complete jacket hat and
pants and union naval uniform complete with
pants And confederate artillery uniform with pants
and hat And union cav officer uniform with pants
and hat And confederate butternut gray uniform
with pants and vest
Pants are 32 waist. Jackets are large.
The naval uniform is 150 Union cav officer 300
Confederate officer 500 Confederate shell jacket is
150 Butternut gray is 225
Contact Tyler Claypole at 304-376-9043.

From Bryan Cokeley
With regret, I am resigned to getting out of the
hobby.

"Don't believe
everything you read on the Internet
just because there's a photo with, a
quote next to it."
-- Abraham Lincoln, February 31, 1866

“Could it not be contrived to send the Small
Pox among those disaffected tribes of
Indians?”
-

British commander Lord Jeffery Amherst in
1763

“But we in it shall be remember’d;
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother;”
-

Henry V in William Shaekspeare’s play of
the same name

“The Union as it was;
The Constitution as it is!!”
-

Motto of the Democratic Party early years of
the war.
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“There is blundering imbecility somewhere.”
-

Umberto Burnham,
Fredericksburg

76th

New York, after

“Studying history will sometimes disturb you.
Studying history will sometimes upset you.
Studying history will sometimes make you furious.
If studying history always makes you proud, and
happy, you probably aren’t studying history.”
-

Collin Humble (Facebook posting)

--------------------------------------------------

Other Sites

American Battlefield Trust - www.battlefields.org
Beverly Heritage Center www.beverlyheritagecenter.org
Mason Dixon Civil War Roundtable www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org/
Link to Clarksburg History Museum https://clarksburgmuseum.wixsite.com/history
Battle of Gettysburg Podcast Addressing Gettysburg podcast Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation www.ShenandoahAtWar.org
-------------------------------------------------

Current WVRA Officers
Jim Barnes - President
Ken Connell - Vice President
Jack Rush - Secretary/Treasurer
Vacant - Unit Rep (TASAS)
Vacant - Unit Rep (1st W. Va. Infantry)
Bill Brisendine - Unit Rep (25th Virginia
Infantry)
Dave Judy - Unit Rep (artillery)
Webmaster - Peter Baxter
Editor - Chuck Critchfield

Note - Webmaster and Editor are non-voting members of
the Executive Committee.

---------------------------------------------

ATTENTION - Please do not send any correspondence to the PO
Box in Buckhannon. Membership information can be sent to
me. Remember you must be a member of record to qualify for
membership benefits. To be covered under the liability
insurance policy purchased by the WVRA, you must be a
member. Karl Mulac is the administrator of the WVRA-TASAS
page.
I continue to use the WVRA-TASAS page to post
announcements as it has been the page getting the most use.
As newsletter editor, I encourage submissions from members or
readers, that are related to American history. I retain the right

as editor to make a final decision on the content of this
publication. Abusive or political submissions will not be
published.

Editor's Corner
The Editor's chance to speak
THANK YOU – Thanks to Jack Rush, Hunter Lesser and
Jim Barnes for contributions to this month’s TransAllegheny Dispatch. Thank you to Peter Baxter for
posting on the WVRA website. Hunter’s piece on the
nuances of history is excellent.
DAVID JUDY – Is home. walking with a walker and
rehabbing after suffering a stroke earlier this
Summer.
RALPH McCREADY – From Sean, his son: “Hey I
wanted to give you guys an update on my Dad. He is
continuing to decline and was denied a lung transplant
due to his age and health condition. He is on oxygen
full time now. So all in all not great news.”
ANYBODY wanting mailing addresses for Dave or
Ralph, please contact me.
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This newsletter is available free to members by email. It
will be mailed by US Mail for $15 per year fee.
The views expressed here are not necessarily the views
of the WVRA.
WVRA website - wvra.org
Chuck Critchfield - Editor
608 Skyview Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301
ccritch608@yahoo.com
"We tend to create stories that appeal to us. Then
we impose those stories on the past."

- A Wallace Collection video produced on the 500th anniversary of the
battle of Agincourt -found on You Tube

”The lack of a sense of history is the damnation of
the modern world."
- Robert Penn Warren

